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Doings and Misdoings of the Month

Socialists Support Fascist K. K. K.,

DEBS ought to feel the same pride in La-
Tollette as did the old gentleman in Blue
Beard who remarked:

“drig g very fine thing to be fether-inlew

To a very magnificent three-tuiled Bashaw!”

The LaFollette machine in Illinois is
coupled up with that of Len Small, the
“graft governor.” Small is a Republican,
but his “clean government” is supported by
the K. K. K. And well it might. After six
men were killed in a battle between Kluxers
and county officérs at Herrin on August 30,
Small’s militia commander, Captain Bige-
. low, deported Sheriff George Galligan and
Deputy Thomas, permitted a kluxer, John
Smith, recommended by a coroner’s jury o
be held for murder, to ‘“visit his mother in
Kentucky” beyound reach of state law and
without bond, while Randall Parks, a known
klansman, was made acting sheriff, thus
placing the legal machinery in Klan hands.

Besides the legal machinery, Small’'s sol-
diers allow the Klan to arm from head to
foot. Accounts tell of how, upon rumor of
opposition, “four automobiles of armed
klansmen immediately shot out from behind
the city hall and raced away.” The capi-
talist press somehow fafls to connect this
with the conference on August 31, of “open-
shoppers” at Herrin, where the coal opera-
tors and railroad officials, et al, tried to force
a cut in wages on the union miners. But
the general terrorism against the miners,

the murder of Louis Gomez at Dowell and

the cold-blooded murder of a Communist
youth, Boris Popovsky, right in the court-
room at West Frankfort, give notice, even to
Debs, where his endorsement of L.aFollette
is leading.

It should be clearly emphasized that
neither Lalfollette, Coolidge nor Davis has
denounced this anti-labor, Fagcist terrorism
of the Klan. LaFollette was compelled re-
luctantly to condemn its “racial and relig-

No. 8

ious” phases. So was Davis—after the anti-
klan election in Texas. So was Dawes in
his Maine speech. LaFollette, like the other
Republican, Dawes, is quite satisfied that
union miners should be murdered, so long
as it isn't over religion.

The Klan carries on. Its “Knights” rule
Davis and Dixie. Endorsed by Henry Ford,
supported by Coolidge; given, as David Law-
rence says, “constructive criticism” by
Dawes, who, on August 23, won the Maine
election for Kal K. Koolidge by saying that
“a secret organization was justifiable in
Herrin” and that the Herrin kluzers “were
brave men,” it now controls the LaFollette
ticket in Hlinois. Debs should write to Kom-
rade Snow to “keep the red flag flying” be-
side the Firey Cross.

They Already Have It!

PUNCH AND JUDY have quit in ¢iiziac

since the League of Nations began play-
ing the Geneva engagement. Mr. MacT o-
ald and Mr. Herriot have been talking Tt i=
all about “peace.” Digpatches state V.
“The British view seems to be that disaruin -
ment would give security; but the Fro k
opinion is that security would permit dig-
armament.” - This is clear, isn’t it? They
add that “All are agreed that aggression
should henceforth be considered an inter-
nationcl crime, but there is some disagree-
ment as to how to define aggression.” And
S0 on. :

The United Statcs coldly refused to “sit
on the third commission’” which deals with
disarmament, but Lamont, agent of Mor-
gan’s banks was there, doubtless hungering
and athirst for peace. The “third com-
mission” which had “worked two years on
a guarantee pact” were told to go to the
devil by MacDonald, who said Britain “could
not pledge reduction of armament expendi-
ture.” (Great applause for peace.) Herriot
spoke up: “All force must not be left to cruel
hands to work injustice. Force and justice
must be united and the League has no nobler
task.” (Ovation for peace,) England gen-
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erously offered her navy to police the seas
for the League “if permitted to seize neutral
ships.”

MacDonald, appealing to the small na-
tions, reminded them: “Pact or no pact, you
will be invaded, devagtated and crushed.
You are certain to be the victims of the mili-
tary age.” After which, digpatches indicate
“the relegation of security and disarmament
to another committee for long study and
consideration.” Hvidently Christ had the
Versailles Treaty in mind when he gaid that
“the peacemakers shall inherit the earth.”

. Sure, We're For Defense

BLL, the “amiable generals,” as Wm.

Hard calls the War Department, and the
“fighting parsons,” have had their mobiliza-
tion war rehearsal called “Defense Day.”
The saber-rattling generals softly coo that
the mobilization was “distinctly defensive,”
while the gore-lusting army chaplains repeat
Cardinal Mercier’s slogan that “Nobody can
be a perfect Christian who is not at the same
time a perfect patriot.”—And, may we re-
mark, a perfect fool.

That the cannon-fodder responded to the
lash of compulsion and marched with lag-
ging steps under such paytriotic banners as
‘“Defense Day—Buy Bilks’ Shoeg”—“De-
fense Day-—Use White Crow Corn Salve,”
etc., proves that Secretary of War Weeks
was right when he said “half our population
ig sub-normal.” Included in this was Michael
Galvin, head of the Teamsters’ Union of
Chicago, who informed the parade commit-
tee that all the vehicles, including the gar-
bage wagons, would be decorated with flags.

The day had its difficulties. The neces-
sity for his presence as commandant at
Camp Custer to rally the armed forces
against the “red menace which threatens to
break up our sacred American family life,”
caused the capitalist court’ at Waukegan,
Ilinois,  to hasten the matter of granting
Mrs. Mosely a decree of divorce for desertion
against the General. Besides, factory bosses
worried about their workers wasting time
marching when they could be turning out
profits for the bond-holders. But this was
arranged so that the slaves were mobilized
during the noon hour “without undue inter-
ruption to their usual vocations.”

We wonder what the “amiable generals”
and their fire-eating editors would say if
labor had a Defense Day? Let us see their
pallor when armed workers mobilize under
banners - reading ‘“Defense Day—Defend
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Yourself Against Low Wages!”"—“Defense

" Day—Defend Yourself Against the Open

Shop” — “Defense Day — Defend Yourself
Against the K. K. K. Surely, we're not
against defense days, only let’s defend
something.

So Uneeda Biscuit, Too, LaFollette!

HE “Labor Government’s” Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. MacDonald, is busy “explaining”
how he came into possession of 30,000
shares of stock in the McVitie-Price Biscuit
company of Great Britain. Dispatches of
capitalist correspondents apologizing for this
yellow socialist idol of American liberals,
read to us rude Communists like delicate
satire, and we are tempted to quote as
follows:

“When Mr. MacDonald became prime min-
ister he felt almost obliged to accept the
kindly offer of his old friend Sir Alexander
Grant (Secretary Fall had an ‘old friend’
named Doheny—REd. Labor Herald), million-
aire owner of the great Scottish bakery, to
give him a powerful and expensive automo-
bile with sufficient funds to maintain it and
pay the chauffeurs.

“Mr. MacDonald’s income as a journalist
and member of parliament was barely suffi-
cient to maintain him and his family and
even his large additional salary as prime
minister and minister of foreign affairs is
ingufficient to cover the heavy expense of
living at 10 Downing Street.

“The unfortunate coincidence of his bene-
factor’s receiving a baronetcy a few months
ago places both men in an extremely deli-
cate situation (something like Denby and
Sinclair.—Ed. Labor Herald), but those who
know them realize how impossible (?) it
would be for either to enter into a mercen-
ary transaction connected with the honor
conferred on Sir Alexander.” About as “im-
possible,” we observe, as it was for Harry
Daugherty to enter into “mercenary trans-
action” with Jess Smith. And this is the
outfit LaFollette says he will use as an ex-
ample to go by if the boobery elect him
president, Come, pretty Polly. Does La-
Tollette want a cracker?

The Angels of Accord Disagree

THE ink bhad not dried on the London Con-

ference agreement on the Dawes Plan
before national self-interest had accented
the impossibility of harmomzmg conflicting
imperialisms. Ever since the French troops
took the Ruhr, English politicians have
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worked overtime to convince the world of
the need to “rehabilitate Germany.” Now
that surface appearances make the coal,
iron and steel capitalists of England think
themselves in danger they have called upon
the government for protection against “the
dark cloud of revitalized German competi-
tion.”

More astonishing is the fact that though
MacDonald pushed the Dawes Plan through,
Phil Snowden, ‘“socialist” Chancellor of the
Exchequer, “warns British industrialists that
France has designs upon economic control
of certain German industries” and is using
the political means of the Dawes Plan to
attain her ends. “This is a trade menace
of the most serious character,” says this
“socialist” watchdog of British business. All
Scandinavian industries are appealing to
their governments for a tariff against “a
new dumping from Germany.”

On American shores, Morgan’s boys, Mel-
lon, Hoover, Kellogg and the rest, are filling
the press with “future prosperity” to come
from “increased European consumption.”
But the Chicago Tribune quotes Stinnes,
the German industrialist, as saying, “Ger-
many must be free to compete in the world
markets, as any export barriers would rela-
tively affect its capacity to make payments.”
In the very same issue, the Tribune editor-
ially rejoicing that business will be better
“when Europe can buy our products again,”
warns that “We can sacrifice this and turn
to misfortune by cutting down the tariff
protection.”

Murdered by a K. K. K.

E Ku Klux Klan is the murderer of union
men. Boris Popovsky was a member of
the United Mine Workers. He is dead.
Remember, union men, that he was killed
by a Klansman. The Ku Klux Klan is the
murderer of Communists. Boris Popovsky
was a member of the Young Workers
League, the organization of Communist
youth. He is dead. Remember, young
workers, that he was killed by a Klansman.
Comrade Popovsky was 22 years old, an
intelligent and active member of the U. M.
W. of A. and the Y. W. L. The Ku Klux
Klan is cunning. It has its agents in the
armed forces of the state authority. On
the police force of West Frankfort, Illinois,
it had, among others, a brute named O. P.
Bozarth. This animal arrested Comrade
Popovsky upon some trivial pretext and,
taking him to the seclusion (!) of a court of
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“justice” beat him to death with a pistol
butt.

He died at the union hospital at West
Frankfort on July 15th. There was no
provocation, and if there had been, mno
reason, even under capitalist law, for mur-
dering this unarmed boy. The murderer,
O. P. Bozarth, was released on bond, al-
though this is a capital crime, and is still
holding his job as a policeman!

Young Workers League members, are
there any Boris Popovsky Branches to keep
fresh in the minds of young workers how
our Comrade died?

Non-Partisan Politics, Oh, Boy!

TARTING out “to reward our friends and
punish our enemies” is a hell of a job
this election. Of course LaFollette is our
leading ‘“friend.” But after finding out that
wages are about $5 a month lower in his
“model commonwealth of Wisconsin” than
in the country as a whole, that only 31.3 per
cent of Wisconsin’s workers have an eight-
hour day, that labor laws are killed by La-
Follette men and in the state he has con-
trolled for 30 years there are more child
slaves toiling in factories than in New York
state, we began to be doubtful that even
(Concluded on page 256)
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LaF ollette, Gompers and Debs

By Wm. Z. Foster

HIt present election campaign registers

an important’ step in the development

politically of the American working class.
Indications now are that at least two or
three millions of industrial workers; besides
several more millions of farmers and other
petty bourgeois elements, will quit their old
moorings and create a new political align-
ment. What is important regarding the
workers is not that they are walking into a
petty bourgeois trap but that they are break-
ing away from the leadership of big capital.
However, blindly and sluggishly, they are
nevertheless moving towards the left.

The “Third Party’” movement is a great
united front. It comprises three important
groups of the middle class, the trade unions
These are typified re-
" spectively by LaFollette, Gompers and Debs,
a combination of leaders which a year or
two ago would have been considered well-
nigh impossible. Let us see what are the

aims of these groups and what has brought-

them into this campaign.
LaFollette: Middle Class Leader

The new third party combination is over-
whelmingly dominated by middle class ele-
ments, of which LaFollette is the Messiah.
His whole program of regulating the trusts
s0 as to re-establish competition, reducing
the tariff, ¢lipping the power of the Supreme
Court, electing “honest” men to public
office, etc., ete., Is conceived in the interests
of the small manufacturers, small mer-
chants, well-to-do farmers, professionals,
and other middle class groups who feel
themselves pressed on the one side by the
big capitalists and on the other side by the
working class. For Labor, save the thin
fringe of aristocrats at the top, there is
aothing in it.

In the LaFollette movement the function
of the masses of workers and small farmers

is to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for

the middle class. . The only movement that
can further the interests of the industrial
and agricultural workers, now or.in the fu-
ture, is one that attacks the capitalist sys-
tem as such. This LaFollette does not do.
On the contrary, he is a militant defender
of capitalism. But he objects to the exploi-
tation of the workers being monopolized by

just a few big capitalists. He wants the
small fry to share in it, too. All his political
life he has fought against every form of
socialism, and before this campaign is over
he will again declare his hostility in sweep-
ing terms, in spite of the fact that the Social-
ist Party is affiliated to his movement. He
is a militant enemy of independent political
action by the working class, as witnessed
by his destruction of the Farmer-Labor
Party movement. He has dropped his plank
for recognition of Soviet Russia, and in hisg
Labor Day speech he left out entirely his
demand for government ownership of the
railroads. His “Labor Program” is hardly
more advanced than that of the Democratic
Party.

Typical of their political ignorance,
masses of workers, totally in the dark as to
their true interests, actually believe that be-
cause the big capitalist press is quite gen-
erally opposing LaFollette this is sufficient
proof that he must stand for the workers’
interests. But such political children are
due for a rude awakening. LaFollette and
his similars are loyal champions of capital-
ism. When the time comes that the working
clags becomes more and more class con-
scious and begins to move resolutely against
the present ruling class, then the Coolidges,
Dawes and their like will be no longer able
to sway the masses and keep them chained
to capitalism, and it will be the LaFollettes
who will be found effectively defending the
capitalist system, even as it was the Social
Democrats of Europe who saved capitalism
when it was threatened by the revolutionary
workers. Such petty bourgeois reformers
as LaFollette are the last bulwark of the
capitalist system. They are. false beacons
to lure the labor movement upon the rocks
of defeat.

Naturally great masses of trade unionists
are following LaFollette in this campaign.
They are petty bourgeois in psychology.
Consequently, when the middle class ele-
ments, led by LaFollette, broke away from
the two old parties and crystallized in the
new movement they were bound to follow,
But the surprising thing is that Gompers
himself is going along with LaFollette. He -
did not do this willingly.  Only under the
severest pressure has he parted with his
capitalist cronies in the Republican and
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Democratic parties and embarked upon the
present, for him, hazardous adventure.

Gompers: Labor Faker

For Gompers the situation became impog-
sible. He was absgolutely compelled to aban-
don his time-worn policy of using organized
labor as a stupid tool of the two old parties.
When the LaFollette movement began to
take shape, masses of the rank and file,
completely disillugioned with the capitalist
parties and eager to find some relief from
oppression, turned to it hungrily. But if it
were only the rank and file that were in-
volved, as, for instance, in the amalgamation
movement, it would be comparatively simple
to ignore their demands. But the situation
was more serious. The revolt had
spread to the bureaucracy.

For many years the bureaucrats
in the unions had suffered from a
sort of political starvation. The
Gompers policy was $0 hopelessly
bankrupt that it did not even open
the way to the election fleshpots
for them. Few indeed were those
who found entrance directly to the
pie counter. Enviously they eyed
the British trade union Ileaders,
with their easy-money Labor
Party. But they were not willing
to do any pioneer work themselves for such
a bonanza. It had to come like manna from
hasten. It came with the LaFollette move-
ment. The bureaucrats, great numbers of
them, saw in this the golden way to pros-
perity: They took to it like ducks to water.
It had the old lure of something for nothing,

Gompers was up against it. He went to
the Republican convention with hig supply
list of petty bourgeois reforms, misnamed
demands of labor. He was given five min-
utes to state the case of the working class
before a hard-boiled committee. 'Then he
was firmly thrust out upon the sidewalk

' empty-handed. The same fate happened to
him at the Democratic convention, his old
pals being too busy with the opera bouffe
fight over the Ku Klux Klan to pay any at-
tention to the “demands” of Labor. So
Gompers, compromised by the stupidity of
his capitalist friends, had to yield to the
revolt of his own bureaucracy and accept
LaFollette. But in his defeat he wasg able
to extract a hard price from LaFollette, He
forced the latter to give up his program as
an issue in the state campaigns and to allow
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Gompers to select the congressional candi-
dates who should be endorsed.

And Gompers must go still farther. The
so-called LaFollette movement must crystal-
lize eventually into a party, however the
trimmers may strive to prevent it. With
bluster and bravado Gompers opposes this
developing party. But he will have to yield
to it sooner or later, or be driven out of
office because of it—unless his growing sen-
ility does the job for him first. The bureau-
crats have found the way to the political
pie counter, and he will never be able to stay
their eager rush.

Debs: Sentimentalist

All over the world the Socialist Party has
shown itself to be a petty bourgeois move-
ment.  Like the organization in
other countries, the S. P. here did
not show in full its essentially re-
formistic character so long as the
revolutionary elements remained
affiliated to it. The militant left -
wing exercised a corrective influ-
ence upon it. But since the split
in 1919, the 8. P. has fully un-
masked itself. Gradually it has
dropped not only every semblance
of a revolutionary program but
| even of the terminology. That this
petty bourgeois party should be
swallowed up by the LaFollette movement
was a foregone conclusion. At Cleveland,
under the leadership of Hillquit, it devoured
LaFollette’s bait, hook, line and sinker. It
thereby dissolved itself, bid goodbye to such
revolutionary traditions -as it had, and
frankly enbarked upon a campaign of class
collaboration. Hillquit called LaFollette the
most outstanding and devoted champion of
the working class, and Cahan declared the
class struggle to be nonsengg. ‘
The most pitiful figure in this Socialist
debacle is Eugene V. Debs. Debs has long
been a militant figure in the labor move-
ment, but his militancy rested principally
upon sentimentalism. This sentimentalism
has contributed largely to his undoing.
‘When he got out of jail his place was to join
the Workers Party and to cast in his fate
with the Communist movement. He debated
the matter at length with himself. But senti-
mental attachment to the S. P., in the life
of which he had been such a big factor, kept
him in that organization. It was his god.
It could do no wrong. He advocated amal-
gamation, recognition of Soviet Russia, and
the formation of a labor party; but when the
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8. P. fought against these measures he kept
silent and made no resistance. And when
the S. P. went to the last limit of surrender-
ing to LaFollette, Debs not only followed it
but gave it his blessing. Instead of exposing
the petty-bourgeois reformer, Debs endorsed
him, leading thousands of workers into his
trap. Just at the moment when real leader-
ship was needed; just when emphasis upon
the revolutionary program was required,
Debs failed. He began his career and lived
the best years of his life warring against
the trade union fakers. He ends his career
in a close alliance with Gompers.
Debs tries to justify his position by argu-
* ing that the LaFollette movement will trans-
form itself into a Farmer-Labor Party. What
guilelessness! LaFollette is militantly op-
posed to a party of workers and poor farm-
ers; so is Gompers; and Hillqguit has not the
courage to fight for one, even if he does
give lip service to it. For many years Debs
aggressively advocated dual unionism, a
policy which did much to isolate the Socialist
Party from the masses and to prevent its
growth. Now, in a burst of opportunism, he
goes to the other extreme and loses the
organization in the petty bourgeocis mass,
gambling wildly upon the formation of a
labor party. But Hillquit is not so gullible.
He knows that the 8. P. is bankrupt, that it
never can hope to be the party of the masses.
He is content to see himself and the other
~Socialist leaders become active spirits in
such petty bourgeois party as may develop
out of the LaFollette movement. He hasg
abandoned Socialism completely, even as
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has Abe Cahan. By his obstinate clinging to
the defunct Socialist Party and by his blind
following of Hillquit, Debs has finally wound
up by loging completely the leadership of the
left wing. He has destroyed his usefulness
to the revolutionary workers.

LaFollette, Gompers and Debs joined to-.
gether in a great united front. Ten years
ago who would have thought it possible?
Then these three men and their movements
battle against each other. Politics does in-
deed make strange bed-fellows. But are
these three so strange after all? The move-
ments they stand at the head of are all
petty bourgeois in character, even though
two of them are slow to learn that fact. It
is natural enough that in the present petty
bourgeois upheaval against big capital all
three should be united together. The power
of economic determinism is a marvelous
thing.

In this crucial situation the duty of the
left wing is clear. Now that the masses of
workers and poor farmers are breaking
away from the two old capitalist parties they
must not be allowed to fall uncontested
under - the leadership of the petty bour-
geoisie. The revolutionists must emphasize
now more than ever the futility of trying to
reform the capitalist system. They must
fully expose the follies of LaFollettism. They
must stem the swelling tide of reformism.
They must raise their demands for a Work-
ers’ and Farmers’ Government and Com-
munism by supporting the local, state, and
national tickets and program of the Workers
Party.

SPEAK WITH POWER ;? |

and Effectiveness. Win the
# Workers to Labor's cause by
use of the WINNING METHOD.
Based on a scientific study of
the likes and dislikes of au- |
diences. Teaches how to con-
vince, sway, influence or cause to act. |

Send for our FREE booklet “Knowmg 3
What and How.” '

Knowledge Extension, Inc.
1605 W. Van Buren St.,  Chicago, Illinois



Qctober, 1924

THE LABOR HERALD

necessary service; each one specialized for
one particuler field. All the essential feat-
ures of ewch, however, it was found could be
performed even better by one big, combined
magagine, than by three marrower ones,
which, becouse of their orgenizational sepa-
ratencss, could not help ome another. And
just as we have the task of breaking down
the artificial barriers between creft unions,
80 must we also unite our own organigations,
whenever we can strengthen them by so do-
ing, and better serve the interests of the rev-
olutionary movement. This is what is done
in the amolgemation of the Labor Herald,
the Liberator, and the Soviet Russie Pic-
“torial, into the new WORKERS MONTHLY.
Features of THE WORKERS MONTHLY
will be:

THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE of the
working clase aguainst the capitalist dictator-
ship, in the United States and thruout the
world, will be summarized and interpreted
in the light of the teachings of the two sup-
reme leaders of the working class—Mary
and Lenin—Dby the Dest writers in the Com-
maunist Internetionel and its  froaternal
American section, the Workers Party.

THE INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE of the
working class aguinst capitalist exploita-
tion, in this country and abroad, will be re-
corded in picture and story; the problems
of the struggle will be analyzed by the fore-
most fighters and thinkers in the Red Inter-
national of Laubor Unions and its Americon

All subscribers to the Labor Herald, the
Liverator, and the Soviet Russia Pictorial,
will  be
magazine for the term of their unezpired
subscription; 4f they are upon one or both
of the other lists, they may cither catend
their subscription or transfer it to ¢ friend.

1113 Washington Blvd.

placed on the list of the new

ANNOUNCING

THE WORKERS MONTHLY

into which are combined the Lobor Herald, the Liberator, and the Soviet Russia Pictorial

WILL APPEAR NOVEMBER FIRST
AN AMALGAMATION OF THREE GREAT MAGAZINES INTO ONE

Fach of these magazines performed a

section, the Trade Union FEducetional
League.

SOVIET RUSSIA continues, thru the
magnificent organizetion of the Russion
working class, its ingpiring victories, its
overcomving of terrible difficulties, its solving
of tremendous problems, to arouse and en-
thuse the working class of the entire world.
The progress of the Russion working cless
in building the foundation for Communism,
the first country of the proletarian dictator-
ship, will be recorded im picture and story

in THE WORKERS MONTHLY.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST REFORM-
ISM —ideological and orgawizetional—in-
herited by the labor movement from the past,
will be a first order of business of the new
magaezine. The building end strengthenwing
of the Workers Party, its transformaetion in-
10 @ Bolshevist party thru the reorganizetion
upon the basis of shop nuclei, and thru its
education in theory and action wnder the
guidance of the Communist Internationael,
will be @ prime aim.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE RE-
ACTIONARY OFFICIALDOM OF THE
TRADE UNIONS, the building up of o
clear-sighted and fighting left wing, will’
continue 10 be @ principel task. The clarifica-
tion of the new problems produced contin-

“ually by the movement, such as that. of shop

and factory commitiees, will be undertaken.
The forms and methods of leadership of the
masses for revolution will be sought in the
cxperience of the workers of "the entire
world.

The Workers Monthly will be a practical and theoretical organ. of all phases of the ‘
class struggle.

The new magezine will sell at B5c per copy,
and the subscription rate will be $2.00 per
year.

Editorial direction of THE WORKERS
MONTHLY will be in charge of Rarl R.
Browder, with an editorial Board from the
Woaorkers Party and the Trade Union Educa-
tional League.

THE WORKERS MONTHLY

Official Or gan of the Workers Party y of America and of the Trede Union, Bducational League
Published by the Daily W orker Publishing Company

Chicago, Il
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The Third World Congress of the R. L LU

By Tim Buck

(¢ HE revolutionary labor movement
is not omly interested to know
that capitalist economy is falling

to pieces, but wants to know how; it
wants to know to what ‘extent the con-
scious activity of the bourgeoisie can
retard this process, and what it—the
revolutionary labor movement — must
do to intensify the process of disinte-
gration, and widen the crack already
apparent in capitalist society.”

The above paragraph quoted from the
resolution on “Immediate Tasks” adopted at
the Third World Congress of the Red Inter-
national of Labor Unions, aptly epitomizes
the spirit animating this gathering from be-
ginning to end.  The sentiment and aim of
every report and all discussion, was for con-
crete activity which would hasten the suc-
cess of capitalist decay.

. While the majority of the questions dealt:

with were of course of a purely trade union
nature, the manner and spirit in which they
were handled, was such as to give a dis-
tinctive note to the whole proceedings.

For instance. In dealing with the ques-
tion of organization, we saw no jurisdictional
squabbles, no struggles over demarcation or
for the personal aggrandizement of indi-
vidual officials, not even debate on amalga~
mation—its need is recognized as a matter
of course.

Valuable International Experience

. One question of form and structure, how-
ever, which did command considerable
attention, was the question of shop com-
mittees. Hxperiences in Russia, Italy and
Germany have all gone to prove that both in
periods of slow development and in periods
of revolutionary crisis, the shop committee
is the natural co-ordinating center for the
mass of the workers and the one basic unit
of organization which neither capitalism nor
bureaucratic reaction can destroy. Arising
from a thorough discussion of all sides of
this question, comes the decision to make
the organization of shop committees one of
the first tasks of the revolutionary Labor
Movement in the immediate future, -

Another distinctive question on the agenda
of the Profintern Congress, a question such
as can be heard at no other labor gathering,

was the question of strike strategy.

. Losovsky, Monmouseau, Heckert and Bill -
Dunne, all reported on the subject, and the
ensuing discussion was participated in by
delegates from practically every country. It
is a striking commentary on the sharp dis-
tinction between Moscow and Amsterdam,
that while the Amsterdamers are more
afraid of a successful strike than the capi-
talists themselves, and absolutely taboo all
consideration of it as an offensive weapon,
the R. I L. U. sees in the strike, one of the
principal weapons the workers possess, and
one that must be studied, understood, im-
proved and encouraged.

Discuss Strike Strategy

Fritz Heckert’s report on strike strategy -
glowed with the word pictures of huge
struggles recently passed and still in prog-
ress in the Ruhr, Westphalia and other parts
of Germany. Strikes involving upwards of
a million workers, aimed straight at the cen-
tral government in combination with the
great industrialists, are serious undertak-
ings, and demand the most careful organi-
zation and tactical manouvering. These
strikes have flared up throughout Germany,
and the ensuing struggles against hunger,
sabotage and troops, have compelled organi-
zation and discipline of a military nature.
Evacuation of the strike areas by all chil-
dren, mass picketing of women workers and
armed struggle with the Fascists and se-
curity police, are rapidly developing the
larger German struggles into open political
conflicts with the State. And as repeatedly
emphasized, as the strike becomes predomi-
nantly political, so it begins to throw off the .
character and limitations of the mere eco-
nomic struggle, and develops rapidly towards
armed struggle for political ends—in brief,
revolution. '

One thing shown very clearly by the dis-
cussion, was the need for more active par-
ticipation by the revolutionaries, not merely
in strikes after they are called, but their
organization and the rallying of the forces
which will assure guccess. Simultaneous
demands must be initiated and popularized
in strategically related industries, in such a
way that rather than relying, as at present,
upon class solidarity alone, parallel strikes,
striking at the very heart of capitalism, will
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flow out of organized activity and agitation
as part of a definite strategical plan.

Another question handled very differently
in the Congress of the Profintern to the way
it is handled by the reactionaries, was the
question on the agenda of the struggle for
the eight-hour day.

Introduction of a ten-hour day in Ger-
many means inevitably the beginning of a
new international offensive against the
eight-hour day, using as justification the
abolition of the eight-hour day in German
industry, and necessity of longer hours to
enable the employers of other countries to
compete. Truly does the resolu-
tion adopted on this question state
that “The struggle for the eight-
hour day is, in the final analysis,
a struggle for power between the
workers and the capitalist class.”

In this respect the struggle
against the Dawes Plan, and the
struggle for the eight-hour day,
are synonomous. International
capital hopes by the further en-
slaving of the German workers
through this plan, to use them as
a lever by which to force down
the living standards of the workers in every
country of the world, excepting Soviet
Russia. Without a tremendous increase in
working hours in Germany, however, the
Dawes Plan is worth no more to the inter-
national Shylocks than the paper it is writ-
ten on. This makes the struggle of the
German workers to retain the eight-hour
day, a struggle of vital international import-
ance, and a struggle into which the workers
of the whole world must be drawn.

The resolution adopted on this question,
states categorically that “The struggle .for
an eight-hour day can never be successful
if conducted by parliamentary meaus or
purely trade union methods. The reformist
struggle for ratification of the Washington
convention, for eight-hour day legislation,
for the introduction of an eight-hour day by
means of so-called national vote, ete, ig
nothing but a cunning attempt to evade the
real struggle for the eight-hour day. The
Red International not only rejects these
methods as entirely ineffective, but declares
them to be definitely counter-revolutionary.
The eight-hour day ¢an be won only by un-
ceasing and unconditional class struggle,

“and its consolidation is only possible through ‘
the establishment of workers’ control of in-

Tim Buck
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dustry, and the Proletarian Dictatorship.”

On the other hand, there is the growing
tendency in many countries for the workers
to reply to the chauvinism and Fascism of
the trade union bureaucracy, by leaving the
trade unions. This, and the growth of a
left wing within the Amsterdam Interna-
tional, with the matural conflict of policies
flowing from the division of ideas, presented
the Congress with a great problem. Shall
we forge ahead and build up our forces re-
gardless of the effect upon the world move-
ment, or shall we grasp the great task of
grappling at close quarters with the reform-
ists in Amsterdam, thereby saving the world
movement from utter demoraliza-
tion and urging the existing left
wing from a vague opposition as it
is today, into a militant leading
group?

To this question the answer of
the Congress was unequivocal.
Tomsky’s speech on the “Unity of
the Movement,” cleared the air of
the last vestige of misunderstand~
ing, and determined the attitude of
the Congress towards this vital
question. The R. I. L. U, remains
on its old platform, of the struggle
for unity, and the opening paragraph of the
resolution reads as follows:

“Reaffirming its decisions on the ne-
cessity to struggle for the establishment
of a workers’ United Front in the inter-
ests of the development of the class
struggle on an international scale and
of a successful attack on international

capital, the Third Congress of the R, L
L. U. deems it its duty once more to
state its firm decision to conduct a
consistent struggle in this direction.”
Unity, at thig time, means the 1n5p1r1ng ‘of
the organized workers of the world for’ new :
struggles, and their leadership by the revo-
lutionaries organized in the left wing. There
is not the least hope of the present leader-
ship of Amsterdam leading the immediate
struggles, and even the existing left wing will
drive forward only so long as there is a

-powerful urge from the rank and file. A

large proportion of the organized workers of
the world are now in alignment with the
R. I. L. U, and the coming together of
Moscow and Amsterdam in a World Unity
Congress, will be the most dynamic event
the trade union movement hag experienced
since the Russian Revolution.
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The organizations embraced in the Red
International are varied in the extreme. Un-
like Amsterdam, which embraces scarcely
anything outside of Europe, the Red Inter-
national is an International in every sense
of the word; and the delegates present at
this great gathering composed one of the
most cosmopolitan groups that one could
well imagine.

This variety of organization, and the va-
riety of the objective conditions faced by
many of the organizations represented, was
reflected in many of the reports, particularly
in the debate on the question of organiza-
tion.

Industrial Unionism Basic Need

For us in North America, it is interesting
to note that the industrial form of organi-
zation was agreed upon as being of first im-
portance, and all revolutionary unions were
urged to make industrial organization one
of their first aims. More than ever, states
the resolution on this subject, must the
revolutionary unions and the revolutionary
minorities in the reformist unions, struggle
for the organization and consolidation of all
workers into revolutionary industrial unions:

_“The workers should be organized
jnto militant industrial unions, nation-
ally and internationally. At present the
isolated separate craft unions, discon-
nected from the other unions of the
particular industry, are too weak to
conduct a vigorous struggle against
modern organized capital, against com-~
bines and trusts. The craft unions must
be.. welded together into industrial
unions, and the industrial unions should

» be united together into groups of im-
portant industries. The industrial
unions of the various countries should
be united on an international scale, and
their unification should be carried out
from below in the process of joint
struggle.”

The revolutionary unions themselves must

be based upon shop committees, and the

broadest initiative of the rank and file. Dur-

ng strikes and other actions, the shop com-

ﬁ mittees should be the principal starting
points of the movement.

- On the other hand and at the other ex-
tréme, there was the problem of the One
Big Union movement in Czecho-Slovakia.
This organization growing out of the revo-
lutionary conditions following the war and a
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split forced upon the revolutionaries by the
Amsterdamers, will now reorganize its
forces into industrial departments and bring
its organizational apparatus into close align-
ment with the existing needs of the Czecho-
Slovakian workers.

The organization of the revolutlonary
minorities in the reformist trade unions, was
one of the most debated problems of the
Congress. There is scarcely a country of
the world now, but what the revolutionaries
are organized into & definite left-wing.
There still remains a great diversity of or-
ganizational form however, and the unifica-
tion of the organization of the militants is
one of the tasks facing revolutionary leader-
ship in the immediate future. For instance,
we see today in England, in the phenomenal
development of the National Minority Move-
ment, the result of definite organization of
the revolutionary elements around imme-
diate struggles on behalf of.the rank and
file. Just as we in North America floundered
around well nigh helpless until we organ-
ized the Trade Union Hducational League,
so the rebels of all countries have learned
through experience that definite organiza-
tion of the left wing is the first condition of
existence.

The necessity for joint action between
revolutionary uniong and the Communist
parties, co-ordination of the work of the
revolutionary unions with the work of all
class organizations, the strengthening of
our international connections and the need
for preparing the masses for the final deci-
sive struggle, all these were dealt with in
the most comprehensive way.

Shop Committees

Of all the resolutions adopted, and of all
the discussions during those pulsating two
weeks, the most dynamic was unquestion-
ably on the subject of shop committees. At
the very beginning of the Congress, Losov-
sky had raised this question in his masterly
report on the immediate tasks of the revo-
lutionary movement. Stresging the growing
importance of these basic units, he had re-
buked the revolutionary unions in no uncer-
tain way for their failure to have pushed
the huilding and consolidating of powerful
shop committee movements everywhere
possible.

As he pointed out in this speech, the re-
formists are afraid of shop committees and
fight against them at every opportunity.
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This, however, should urge us to ever more
strenuous efforts. The closer and closer
integration of industry is rapidly producing
a condition where shop committees are be-
coming essential to the continued existence
of trade unionism itself; and only those
unions which root themselves in shop com-
mittees representative of every worker em-
ployed in the concern will be able to rally
the workers with any degree of success. On
the other hand, strong revolutionary shop
committees represent the one indestructible
unit of working class organization. As long
as capitalism lasts, the working masses in
the factories, mills and mines must carry on
the struggle day by day, and properly organ-
ized shop committees, drawing their strength
from the masses of the industrial workers,
could not be destroyed without destroying
capitalism itself.

The Shop Committee Resolution

The three following paragraphs from the
comprehensive resolution adopted on the
question of shop committees, give some idea
as to the nature of the tasks, and the role
to be played by these bodies in the coming
struggle for power:

“The Third Congress of the R. I. L. U,
states that insufficient attention has
been given by the revolutionary unions
to the organization of shop committees.
Yet these bodies may become the prin-
ciple factors in the creation of genuine
unity in the Labor Movement and one
of the bulwarks of the working class in
the struggle for power. .

““The shop committees must be cen-
ters uniting all the workers of a given
establishment, without exception. Irre-
spective of the union to which they
belong, or whether they are organized
at all.

“In defending the interests of the
workers, shop committees, must get
acquainted with all secrets of the man-
agement. They must know the entire
life of the establishment, the economic,
technical and commercial affairs of
their employers, and their profits. The
shop committees must, in fact, struggle
for workerg’ control. In conducting this
struggle, the shop committees will be-
come the center of the struggle for the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and for
the establishment of a Proletarian Dic-
tatorship.” ' ,
One of the most significant features of the

struggle for shop committees, is the fact
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that this is at the same time a struggle for
industrial unionism. Representation of every
worker in an establishment by one commit-
tee, elected right at the place of work, and
fighting out all the every day struggle on the
basis of class instead of craft, is the surest
possible way of breaking down craft preju-
dices and uniting the rank and file in the
unbreakable sclidarity of joint struggle on
common issues.

Russian Unions Report

Here in the great hall of the “House of
the Unions”—a wonderful palace of white
marble which in the old days was a noble-
men’s club—it seemed fitting that we should
receive the report of the progress made by
the five and a half millions of trade unionists
in Soviet Russia during the period intervea-
ing between the second and third Congresses
of the Profintern.

Comrade Dogadov, who reported, prefaced
his speech on the actual organizational con-
ditions obtaining in the Russian unions, by
an outline of the economic conditions within
the Soviet Republic. Drawing attention to
the terrible conditions to which the war,
civil war, intervention, blockade and famine
had reduced Russian industry, he empha-
sized the steady improvement being made.
As an indication of degree of this improve-
ment it might be mentioned that the total
production for the second half of 1923, com-
pared with the total production for the first
half of 1922, was ags 88 to 62—an increase
of well over 409,.

In the face of all the difficulties with which

. they have had to contend, this is remarkable.
It has been accomplished by a complete

reorganization of industry, and clear recog-
nition by the organized workers of their
tasks as producers in the proletarian state,

The period of poverty, the period when the
workers were forced to fight on various fronts
at the empense of material progress is mnow
over. Progress is the order of the day.

The organization and structure of the
Russian unions, is the most democratic to
be found anywhere. Based upon shop com-
mittees, elected at general meetings of all
employes of an establishment, and ending
up with the All-Russian Central Council of
Trade TUnions, every union official is an
elected man, and everywhere the member-
ship takes the most active part.

Under the new economic policy, the
unions are charged with the task of improv-
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ing the standard of living and the conditions

of life enjoyed by the working class. At the
inception of this policy, wages were very
low, and a temporary policy of local and
sectional agreements was adopted so as to
enable the workers in those plants and in-
dustries making the most rapid progress to
reap immediate advantages without waiting
for the general all round improvement in
production. Today, however, conditions
have improved so much that it has been
possible to introduce a uniform wage policy
for the whole country, with a general level-
ling up of wages in the different industries.
~ Under the latter policy, national wage
scales were increased no less than three
times in the period between the Second and
Third Congress, being increases of 699,
149 and 129, respectively. Wage increases
have been given as industry improves, and
it is still improving rapidly. The average
wage for all Russia which in November,
1922, was only 17.16 gold roubles per week,
was in April, 1924, 37.17 gold roubles per
week.

Corresponding to the improvement in in-
dustry and the wages of the workers, the
trade unions are making definite progress
in many essential respects. One is a sub-
stantial increase in membership, On Janu-
ary 1st, 1928, the unions totalled 4,546,000
members; on January 1st, 1924, the figure
amounted to 5,621,000. The unions actually
engaged in industry, except transport,
gained 35% in membership. Prior to the
introduction of the New Hconomic Policy,
in 1921, membership in the unions was vir-
tually compulsory. Now it is entirely upon
a dues paying,
97%, of all workers belong to the unions.

Parallel with the work of improving the
material conditions of the workers, the
unions as organizations are participating
actively in all reconstruction Work, organi-
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zation of state trusts, and various fields of
economic endeavor. They have represen-
tatives on all the more important bodies.
including the Council of People’s Commis-
sars, the Council of Labor and Defense,
State Planning Board, the Concessmns
Board, and the Supreme Economic Council.
Altogether there are forty-two elected repre-
sentatives of the Russian unions on the most
important governing bodies in the Soviet
Republic,

The work accomplished by the unions has
been magnificent, yet all signs point to the
fact that their greatest achievements are in
the future. The workers are imbued with
the spirit of accomyplishment and are con-
fident of final success. The report of the
Russian unions glowed with the spirit of
achievement and, in contradistinction to
Amsterdam and the terrific losses going on
throughout all reformist organizations, we
see here steady progress and a steady gain.

The task facing the Russian unions, and
the task facing the revolutionaries all over _
the world, is truly gigantic and will be ac-
complished only by self-sacrificing work,
complete unity and determination to win.
Reports such as that from our Russian com-
rades show what wonders can be accom-
plished and inspire us to greater efforts than
any we have so far made.

The struggle for the world revolution de—
mands of all of us exertion of every ounce of
energy and initiative of which we are ca-
pable, and unfailing discipline based upon
the decisions adopted. World capitalism
has its back to the wall and will fight
fiercely to retain every inch of ground.

The battlefront may ebb and flow, tem-
porary setbacks and partial defeats are
almost inevitable; but inspired by the ex-
ample and experience of our Russian com-
rades, and marshalled by our International,
we require only the will to power and. ulti-
mate victory is ours,

will want to read it and pass it on.
the country.

1113 W. Washlng'ton Blvd.

Bill Dunne’s Speech at Portland

In response to the hundreds of calls for this speech in a more permanent form, the
Trade Union Educational League has published it as & pamphlet. It is the most effective
kind of educational work to distrbute this widely among union men.
It should receive the widest circulation thruout

16 pages, paper cover.
Bc per copy, single copies.
3¢ per copy, bundles of B0 or more.

THE TRADE UNION EDUCATIONAL LEAGUE

Rvery live-wire

Chicago, lllinois
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From Marx to Lenin

By Harrison George

IXTY years ago! For it was on September

28, 1864, at St. Martin’s Hall in London

that the Firgt International of labor was
born. It was called The International Work-
ingmen’s Association and upon its General
Council sat the great thinker, Karl Marx.

In sixty years the heritage of Marx and his
brilliant co-worker, Frede-
rick lingels, has grown
from a dingy hired hall on
a London gide street to the
Grand Palace of the over-
thrown Czars at Moscow,
where, from the tribune of
the Fifth World Congress
of the Third (Communist)
International, the theories
of Marx crystallized into

— the practice of Lenin,
FrepERICK ENGELS jgadqs the revolutionary
© workers of all the world.

Before the First International, unions ex-
jsted nowhere on the Continent as a perman-
ent labor movement. The workers
alternately bore patiently the most
grinding slavery or flamed into
futile, because isolated, violence.
Only in England did wuniong have
continued existence, and these were
weak and immature. But upon them
Marx founded a great movement.
cursed though it was with all sorts
of gilly nostrums, like the ‘“credit
banks” of the Proudhonists, the con-
spiratorial republicanism of Mazzini
and, later, the limitless factional in- KarL
trigues of Bakunin, the anarchist.

Despite all these, and the terrible sufferings
of Marx and his family from disease and hun-
ger, Marx remained at the head of the First
International, patiently directing the awaken:
ing proletariat. Continually collaborating with
Engels, with whom he shares the honored
authorship of the Communist Manifesto of
1847—the epochal program .of ~proletarian
struggle, Marx saw the First International be-
come a thing of terror to the bhourgeoisie and
the revered weapon of the proletariat. In the
middle of its life, in 1868, he brought forth his
greatest work—Capital.

Increasingly greater sirikes shook continen-

tal capital. Everywhere unions were born, al-

though the First International admitted, be-

~ revolution! From Marx to

sides economic organizations, political sections.
Asg the struggle grew fiercer, as in France under
Bonaparte, the unions were gradually crushed
and only the revolutionary political sections
could function.

On March 18, 1871, the Paris proletariat
rose in armed insurrection and established the
Commune. Doomed beforehand by prematur-
ity, the Commune went down in seas of blood,
but not before the members of the First In-
ternational, answering to the discipline of its
General Council, had fought like lions and won
undying fame. Tlie First International was
wounded unto death, and it needed only the
shameless factionalism of Bakunin fo end its
life. Its last conference was held in Philadel-
phia on July 15th, 1876. -

There ensued a period of growth of national
socialist bodies, and not until' 1889, when the
Second Intermational was born at Paris, did
the proletarian horizon give even the promise
of international action. Alas! It was only a
promise, for the world war disclosed the petty
bourgeois reformist character of the
Second International, whose leaders
turned into rabid nationalists driv-
ing the workers to the trenches in-
stead of leading them into battle for
revolution, The Second Internation-
al died on August 4th, 1914, but its
putrid remnants still befoul the air
with parliamentarian sophistry and
class collaboration. ‘ ‘

But out of the world war arose
mags revolt, and out of the mags
revolt arose the Russian Revolution.
Confusion yielded to clarity.
The towering figure of Lenin led the first sue--
cessful proletarian revolution. Out of it has
come a new internationalism, with the Com-
munist International as an organ, not of theory
but of action. Its dis-
ciplined members are sol-
diers of revolution. It ig a
Party founded direetly up-
on the working class, its
bagiec units are Shop Nuc-
lei, and, ingpired by Lenin-
ism, the hosts of the Third
(Communist) Internation-
al march onward to world

MaArx

Lenin is from Theory to
Action!
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Paterson Silk Workers on Strike

By Esther Lowell

UT of the struggle of the silk workers of
Paterson a national industrial union of
silk workers is being born. It is a story

more fascinating than that of the silk upon
which the workers work.

Paterson is practically a one-indugtry town.
It has broadsilk mills, ribbon and hat-band
millg, 'dye plants, and silk machinery factories,
but all are part of the one industry. The work-
ers have had two big strikes previous to the
present one. In 1894 the ribbon weavers of
Paterson, and New York struck, but they did
not consolidate their gain of a new price list
by forming a union. In 1913 the whole city
wag tied up by the strike of the silk workers.
The strikers held out valiantly until July, but
did not succeed in the end. The craft unions
which separate dyers from weavers prevented
settlements.

For five years now the Associated Silk Work-
ers have been building up an industrial union
among the workers. This summer offered an
opportunity for the workers to sirike against
the encroaching 3 and 4 loom system and the
tendency to ignore the 8 hour day ruling. In-
creased wages were necessary as living costs
rose. Ten thousand weavers walked out.
‘Winders and others' joined to some extent.
‘When no organization of manufacturers could
be found to make a collective agreement with
the union, the strikers began to make settle-
ments with individual mills.

T. U. E. L. Leads Mass Picketing

Among the strikers are members of the vari-
ous branches of the Workers Party and Trade
Union Educational League. Immediately they
took an active part in the fight.. They have ¢n-
couraged the other strikers with them in mass

picketing of mills which were reported to be

operating with scabs or which obtained injunc-
tions. The League members have acted as a
body in emphasizing to the strikers the neces-
gity of organizing in an industrial union to
save their strike from the disastrous results of
earlier  battles. Workers Party speakers are
enthusiastically heard by the huge meetings
of sgtrikers held every morning in Turn Hall.
From the ball the strikers march spiritedly in
a body to picket the various mills.

During the 1913 strike the Industrial 'Work-
ers of the World led the silk workers. There
are still a few Wobblies among the older work-

ers and veterans of the earlier fight, many of
whom are now in the Associated Silk Workers
Union. Many of the strikers in the fight now
are newcomers and know little of unions. The
Syrians are particularly numerous and have
had no organization experience before. Some
of the workers who were brought in as scabs
in 1913 have since learned that a job ism't
everything and that the employers’ efforts to
keep them in slavery must be resisted.

The employers have used the argument that
improvements in industry make it possible for
the weavers to attend 8 and 4 looms. Workers
who have been in the mills for 20 years
say that there have been almost no
changes in machinery and in the process dur-
ing that period. The fact that the fabric is
dyed after weaving now makes the thread less
brittle in working but would not justify the
increasing of the number of looms per weaver.

To Abolish Speed-Up System

The abolition of the 3 and 4 loom system
has been the cry which the workers responded
to most eagerly. They are determined not to
allow the employers to double up their work
instead of giving more workers employment.
The fight against overtime is also fundamental.
The employers were using the same old excuse
—that they couldn’t afford to hire more work-
ers and keep the 8 hour day.

One factor in the situation at Paterson may
be as much to the disadvantage as to the ad-
vantage of the strikers. The disorganization
of the employers has perhaps averted the ex-
treme oppression of the workers during the
fight but it has prevented a mass settlement.
Few private gunmen and detectives have been
used by mill owners against the workers and
the injunctions were not taken out until com-
paratively late in the strike.

The motoreycle police which accompany the
marching pickets each day have not taken oc-
cagion to arrest any of the workers but the
special detachments of police which guard the
properties of mill owners have made arrests.
There is not the police brutality of the Chicago
garment workers’ strike, but the fact that there
ars s0 many husky men among the weavers
instead of mostly girl strikers possibly deters
the Paterson police. That 107 pickets were ar-
regted when demonstrating before the Gilt
Tidge Mills which attempted to re-opem, indi-
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cates again that when a large employer wants
police assistance, he can buy it.
T. U, E. L. Fights for Strike Relief

Prior to the strike the workers had been un-
employed or working part-time for a period of
several months. The industry was just reviv-
ing when the workers took the opportunity to
strike. The number of workers in the unjon
was about a quarter of the number who came
out on strike. After several weeks of the strike
the strain on the finances of the union and of
the strikers was considerable. The local labor
council would not assist the strikers, altho a
few trade unionists are attempting to help get
relief funds. The New York branch of the
T. U. B. L. was asked to secure aid from sym-
pathetic workers in the city and held a monster
benefit meeting.

The Associated Silk Workers union has suc-
ceeded in signing up mills having more than a
third of the looms with good prospects for sign-
ing more. The little mills run by a family with
only a few workers, like the sweatshops in the
garment industries, are hardest to cyntrol
Many of these have. failed during the year,
partly because of the speculation in the raw
silkk market following the Japanese earthquake
of a year ago and partly because of the depres-
sion. But the Associated and the T. U, E. L.
members are keenly aware of the difficulties
confronting them in the present fight and in
the plan to extend the union’s activities
throughout the industry and throughout the
country.

A conference with representatives from the
workers of Allentown, Pa., and from New York
hag -been Neld and a constitution for the na-
tional industrial union proposed. If this iy ap-
proved by the membership a convention will be
held and the actual organization work will be-

THE LABOR HERALD

241

gin, The importance of getting all the silk
workers into one organization must not hbe
minimized in considering the difficulties. Many

workers attribute the failure of the 1913 strike

to the fact that Pennsylvania mills continuned
working, In the present fight the employers
are claiming that their business is going to
other places but this has not been proved by
reports from Pennsylvania and New York.

The United Textile Workers, the largest
union in the textile industry outside the silk
trade, affiliated with the American Federation
of Labor, has no organization left among the
weavers, altho some pickers and quillers are
still in ity ranks. The A. F. of L. crafts have
not participated in the strike. The United Tex-
tile Workers union is really negligible in the
silk industry and can scarcely charge dualism
to the Associated in its effort to become a na-
tional industrial union. \

Direct Participation in Struggle

The Paterson strike offers another very good
case to illustrate how the T. U. E. L. and Work-
ers Party membeyrs can be influential in the
struggles of the workers. League members
among the silk workers are, as in other fields,
more alert to the problems of the workers and
to the intimate connection of any group of em-
ployers to the whole organized capitalist so-
ciety. Yeague members naturally forge to the
front among their fellow workers, particularly
when there is a big struggle like the strike.

League members actively assist in the con-
duct of the fight and afterwards it is part of
their task to see that the union agreement is
kept in their mills. They carry the fight to the
job. 'Their enthusiasm for the fight against the
employers inspires other workers and gives the
opportunities to educate them in the necessity
for stndying revolutionary tactics.

- British Revolutionists on the March

By Charles Ashleigh

HE First National Minority Conference,

held in London on August 23 and 24, is

of great historical importance in the
development of the revolutionary movement
of Gireat Britoin and of the world.

There have been left wing conferences
before, such as the Workshop Committee
conferences during the war, but all were
sectional conferencag or limited to particu-
lar demands rather than meetings to forge
an instrument of pemmanent value to the
movement. TUsually ‘hey confined them-

gelves to oratory and left the technical de-
tails to chance, or to God.

But this was a real conference of deter-
mined rebels, intent on building up machin-
ery for permanent and definite purposes.
Altogether there were 270 delegates present.
The representation of the larger industries
and groups wag as follows: frades councily,
33; metal workers, 48; railroad workers, 12;
electrical workers, 17; marine and road
transport, 13; municipal workers, 20; min-
ers, 21; unemployed organizations, 25.
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Tom MANN

Practically all industries had some repre-
sentation.

" Tom Mann, the veteran fighter, bronzed
and hearty after a stay of several months in
Russia, presided at the conference. He
opened the proceedings with a militant ca_ll
to the workers to rally around the organi-
zation then being formed.

“The Minority Movement,” said Comrade
Mann, “is not a disruptionist movement. We
are not anti-trade unionists. We are such
good trade unionists that we cannot stand
passively aside while the reactionaries wreck
the organizations which have been built up
with so much sacrifice and effort by the
workers. The reason for the existence of
this movement is that trade unionism, in
Britain and elsewhere, tends to get into a
rut. The fault of the trade union movement
is that it overlooks the clear objective; the
complete control of industry by the workers.
The capitalist system must go, and go
quickly.”

“We have been asked whether we cannot
achieve our aims peacefully,” continued
Tom Mann, amid cheers. “We shall do it
as peacefully as we can; but the job has to
be done, peacefully or otherwise. And we
are among the men who are going to do it!”

Willie Gallacher, retiring Secretary of the
British Bureau of the R. I. L. U,, in his report
traced the development of the minority
movement. It had begun in the miners’
union in South Wales and has crystallized
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into a definite miners’ movement with Nat
Watkins as secretary and its own fortnightly
organ, “The Mineworker.” Then the trans-
port workers had formed a minority, in
charge of George Hardy. Later the metal
workers movement had been started, led by
Wal Hannington, a machinist known widely
as the leader of the National Unemployed
Workers’ Committee movement. The minor-
ity movement among the building trades was
just in process of formation. This confer-
ence was called to include these industries
in a great national movement embracing all
industries.

“More Wages—Less Hours”

Resenting “the tendency to arrange wages
on a fodder basis” and determined to fight
“any agreements which seek to reduce
wages,” the Conference by resolution called
upon the Trades Union Congress to call a
special conference of all unions to decide
upon action to enforce an all-round increase
of one pound per week, with a minimum of
four pounds weekly.

On the question of working hours, the
conference passed the following resolution:
“This conference demands, in view of the
rapid development and increased productiv-
ity of the machinery of production, which
has forced on us a permanent army of ur-
employed, that immediate steps be taken to
bring about a considerable reduction in
working hours. It calls upon the trade union
movement, therefore, to institute the 44-
hour week.”

One of the most important resolutions was
that bearing on the question of Factory
Committees. This was moved by Comrade
John Ross Campbell, acting editor of the
“Workers’ Weekly,” who had just emerged
triumphantly from an attempt of the
“Labor” government to prosecute him for
sedition. His appearance was the signal for
spontaneous and prolonged cheering. Ironi-
cal cries of “No sedition, now, Johnny!”
could be heard. And this reception was from
an audience of trade unionists among whom
Communists were in a minority.

The Factory Committee Resolution is too
lengthy to be quoted here. But the immense
importance of this subject in all countries
causes me to promise a later article dealing
comprehensively with this new form arising
in the shops. Enough to say that the British
militants realize that the place of work is the
foundation of organization, that the unjons
are stimulated, not harmed, by factory com-
mittees which represent and bring into
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action every worker of all categories and all
unions or none.

The resolution on the “Labor” government
did not mince words. It is significant that it
was introduced by Sam Elsbury, National
Organizer of the Tailors’ and Garment
Workers’ Union. It pointed out that the
MacDonald government had, “instead of
giving the workers assistance” forced com-~
promises at the expense of the workers to
prevent strikes, and when strikes had taken
place, “The government has used naval men
during the dock strike, proclaimed a ‘State
of Emergency’ during the tramwaymen’s
strike, threatened to use government scabs
in the railway shopmen’s strike,” ete.

The resolution demanded that such hostile
actions cease and that ‘“the trade unions
must see that the government be under the
control of and responsible to the organized
working class, for only then will it be pos-
gible to force the government to act in the
interests of the working class.” It added
that if the government refuses to cease
hostile actions against workers, “then the
workers will recognize in such refusal a
complete betrayal of the best interests of the
working class, and this conference pledges
itself to do all in its power to force the gov-
ernment to act.”

Many important resolutions upon vital
issues, such as unemployment, women in
industry and youth in industry were passed,
as well as one on the role of trades councils.
The conference demanded in another reso-
lution, that the Trade Union Congress act
through the Amsterdam International to
convene a world conference for unity with
the R, I. L. U. upon the basis of the class
struggle and all its implications.

Aims and Objects v

The conference organized itself perma-
nently as the National Minority Movement.
It set forth its aims and objects as follows:

. ¥1. 'To organize the working masses of
"Great, Britain for the overthrow of capital-
ism) the emancipation of the workers and
the establishment of the Socialist Common-
wealth.

“2. .To carry on a wide agitation and
propaganda for the principles of the revo-
lutionary class struggle, and to work within
the existing organizations of the workers
for the purpose of securing the adoption of
the program of the National Minority Move-
ment, and against the present tendency to-
wards social peace and class-collaboration
and the delusion of a peaceful transition
from capitalism to gccialism.
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“3. To unite the workers in their every-
day struggle against capitalism and at all
times to advance the watchword of the
United Front of the workers against the
exploiters.

“4., To maintain the closest relations
with the revolutionary workers of the world,
for the affiliation of the British trade union
movement to the Red International of Labor
Unions”. :

The National Executive Committee of the
Minority Movement was then elected as fol-
lows: Metal Workers—Harry Pollitt, Wal
Hannington and W. Ward; Miners—Nat
Watking, Arthur Horner and J. Booth;
Transport Workers—George Hardy, G. John-
stone and Locker; Building Workers—Bert
Joy; Miscellaneous—F. Smith, Sam Elsbury,
James Logan, John Thom and Tom Quelch.
Amid boisterous acclamation Tom Mann was
elected chairman of the movement. This
splendid old warrior of the clags struggle—
now 68 years old, but as energetic and vol-
canic as ever—is perhaps the most beloved
figure of the revolutionary movement in
Britain.

One cannot help compare Tom Mann and
Debs. And what a contrast! It is no easy
thing for a man over sixty to change opin-
ions held for years. Tom did it. He was a
syndicalist when the Russian revolution
came—one of the anti-parliamentary indus-
trial unionists like the I. W. W. But the
correctness of the Communist movement
was too apparent. He revised his opinions,
possessed courage enough to admit mis-
takes, and declared his adhesion to the new
movement ingpired by ~the rejuvenating
power Lenin gave to Marxism.

"On the other hand we see the pitiful spec-
tacle of Debs, harnessed unprotestingly to
the rickety chariot of a few shyster politi-
cians, the wonderful structure of his life of
agitation and sacrifice in ruing, the prey of
confusion and weakness, How different
from Tom Mann, the virile, remaining with
the workers, sharing their risks—he went to
prison not so long ago for the workers—and
ever leading them to fresh attacks on capi-
talism.

After addresses of fraternal delegates,
among whom was Tim Buck, of the T. T.
E. L., the conference closed while singing
the “Internationale,” having built an organi-
zation which will convert the British trade
unions from the timid bodies they now are,

Jinto mass units of the army of the British

revolution.
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Infantile Leftism in the O. B. U.

By J. W. Johnstone -

NE of the most peculiar situations in the
American labor movement is the contro-
vergy in Canada over the O. B. U. It is
interesting because, although it occupies the
attention of the rank and file generally, which
almost without qualification condemns the ob-
solete structure and conservative natore of the
craft unions, still these workers do not join
the O. B. U. which capitalizes these natural
and proper antagonisms. On the other hand,
the workers are coming back, slowly it is true,
to the unions they condemn. In gsome instances
they belong to both; to the craft unions to par-
ticipate in everyday struggle, and to tlhie O. B.
U. hecause of its attractive ideology.
Winnipeg is the center of a battle ground,
and one has only to look at the Winnipeg labor
movement to see how disastrous the effect of
the O. B. U. movement as a whole has been.
Building trades mechanies are working for as
low as 50 cents an hour; railroad shop labor-
ers getting 35 cents an hour and general labor
as low as 25 cents an hour. Nor are these
conditions due solely to the fact that Canadian
industry has not fully recovered since the war.
A: goodly share of tlie responsibility can be
placed on the O. B. U. controversy which has
only helped-further to divide the workers.
Despite the fact that the O. B. U. has ceased
to be, if it ever was, an organizational factor,
the controversy must be taken seriously be-
cause it occupies the minds of many workers
and diverts their attention from the practical
struggle. There are some real rebels in the
ranks of the O. B. U., however utopian and
impractical, together with a good sprinkling of
disgusted militants in the ranks of the big
mass of workers, whe use the controversy as
an excuse for belonging to no union at all.
Lotteries and Idealist Dualism
A common expression of the Winnipeg work-
ers is “I don’t belong to any organization, but
I am O. B. U. in sentiment.” That tells the
story. The O. B. U., like many of its predeces-
sors, started out as a revolutionary organiza-
tion. It was a political party and a union in
one.. It began by attracting the disconten-
ted militants through giving mouth service to
red socialist phraseology and opposition to
craft unionism, and—later—catered to con-
servatives by launching vicious attacks on the
Communists and the T. U. E. L., while at the
game time inviting all and sundry to gamble on

football games, holding out alluring get-rich-
quick prizes.

It is this gambling element that supplies the
finances which really keeps the O. B. U. alive.
Without the lotteries the O. B. U. would have
been dead and buried long ago. But there are
a few hundred really sincere militants that
keep up the revolutionary color and lend the
withering corpse a spirit. It is this element
which must be won over to truly revolutionary,
that is to say, Communist tactics. It is these
workers in the railroad shops and in the mines,
who carry on agitation for the O. B. U. sincere-
ly believing that it is the solution of the class
struggle.

The leaders, on the other hand, such as
Woodward, Russell and Mace, are interested
golely in the “0,B.U. Bulletin,” which is nomin-
ally run by the organization, but which is under
the complete control of these three so-called
leaders and is the means of their livelihood.
We see with these facts, a strong anti-craft
union sentiment, a nearly as strong O. B. T.
sentiment in the railroad shops at Winnipeg,
yet the O. B. U. has not enough members to
hold a meeting!

Among the miners of District 26, the O B.
U’s splitting program finds few willing ears.
The T. U. E. L. and the Communigt Party of
Canada have been able to overcome this insid-
ious program, with the result that the miners
are refusing to run away from the fight and
are more determined than ever to stay in the .
U. M. W. of A. to fight Lewis in his own back-
yard.

Those who lend an ear to the seductive and
alluring song of an ideal union as intoned by
the siren spokesmen of the O. B. U, should
study the American labor movement of the past
thirty-five years and draw some lessons from
its experience, especially from the example of
the I. W. W. Tt is easy to draw a beautiful
picture of what a union ought to be. But it is
not pictures we want, it is strong unions, and
strong unions can only be built upon the solid
ground of economic common neces%zty, with a
basis broad enough to include al¥ Workers ir-
respective of their religious or',piolitical views.

The “Infantile Sickness”

The fundamental mistake-of the O. B. U. is
that is tries to function ag ¢ union and as a rev-
olutionary political party. Its trade union
program, which is of necessity a compromise



October, 1924

with the capitalism system, comes into con-
fliet with its revolutionary aim, the overthrow-
al of the capitalist system. It tries to accom-
plish the impossible, to build up a “big”
union of (mnecessarily) conservative workers
not yet fully conscious of the class struggle, yet
a union supposedly devoted to a revolutionary
ideal. This is one of the reasons why the Win-
nipeg workers who say they are O. B. U. in
sentiment, still cling to the antiquated craft
unions. _

The human animal is a creature of customs
and habits, and in spite of terrific exunloitation
and betrayals of leaders he is ex-
tremely chary of throwing off old for
the new. The workers will readily
agree with the speaker who criticizes
the craft form of organization, and J¢
will applaud the comdemnation o
Gompers, Lewis, Johnston, et al
they will agree that the picture o
the inclusive union is much bettes
than the narrow, reactionary union
they are in, they will do all these
things, but they won’t join this
beantiful fairy-land union. ‘

Debs, for years the most admired
labor man in America, gave the best
years of his life trying to induce the workers to
leave the old unions and join the I. W. W, Mil-
lions of workers flocked to hear Debs and voted
for him in presidential elections. He was the
most powerful figure among the railroad work-
ers for years. They swore by him, they would
have elected him to any position in the union,
but they would not follow him into the I. W.
w. -

Tacts, not fancies, have to be weighed in the
class struggle. There is no short road to the
revolution. The illusions of the workers must

not be catered to, however much they must be

considered as factors. Those who think the

short cut is via the O. B. U, are a hindrance

and not a help to the revolutionary movement.
They only succeed in further dividing the work-
ers and in strengthening the hands of those
capitalist lackeys who now control the labor
movement. Their sincerity? That is beside the
question. The more sincere is the advocate of
the 0. B. U. fallacy, the more dangerous he is
to the solidarity of the working class.

All that the O. B. U. can accomplish is to
draw the red blood out of the consgervative
unions and leave them, and the workers still
there, to the complete mercy of the reactionary

J. W. JouNsTON®
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bureaucracy of the A. F. of L. It is desertion
that they advocate. They advocate the over-
throwal of the tremendously powerful capital-
ist state, yet in the next breath they say that
the Gompers-Lewis-Johnston machine is too
much for them, it cannot be overthrown, so
they advise the workers to quit the fight and
leave the fakers in complete control. Lewis
expels the reds from the union while the O, B.
U. draws the reds out voluntarily, The con-
servative workers, the mass, are left under
Lewis’ control.

The Communist Party and the T. U, E. L.
congider this as desertion in the face
of the enemy. This is a crime against
the working class, a crime which can
be placed squarely on the shoulders
of the leaders of the O. B, U. These
nen are veterans in the movement,
et with the characteristic insincer-
I ty or lack of understanding of rev-
olutionary phraseologists, give lip
service to the Communist Interna-
tional and the R. L. L. U,, but refuse
to accept their program. More, they
stab in the back the Communist Par-
ty and the T. U. E. L., the American
sections of these two organizations
expressing international proletariat solidarity.

A trade union cannot be a revolutionary
party, however it may be an indispensable in-
strument of the revolutionary struggle. To at-
tempt to merge these functions means that
either the revolutionary goal is lost sight of,
or the union becomes a small,
group.

gectarian

The militants generally have forsaken dual-
ism. They realize today more than ever the
necessity of staying within the wunion and
wresting by all means the control away from
the reactionaries. TUnity of labor cannot be
brought about by isolating the radicalys from
the conservatives. All are workers, and where
workers are, there is the place for revolution-
ists. “To the masses” is the slogan of the com-
munist International and the R. I. L. U. If the
0. B. U. accepts the ideological leadership of
the Third Internationdl and the Red Interna-
tional as it says it does, then let it give
up its disruptive agitation among the miners.
Let it cease urging them to leave the U. M. W.
of A., and let it join hands with the Commun-
ist Party and the T. U. EE, L. in forming a really
revolutionary United Front.
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Reaction Rules Illinois Federation
By Karl Reeve

HE Forty-Second Convention of the Ili-
nois State Federation of Labor, held at

. Peoria, September 8th to 13th, with
official headquarters in the most notorious
scab hotel, was ruled by payroll officials,
over whom the reactionary Federation offi-
cers, John Walker, president, and Victor
Olander, secretary, delivered honeyed words
and watery-eyed funeral orations: From the
first day, when M. J. Finn, representing the
Peoria Chamber of Commerce, bragged that
he was “paying 90 per cent of the expenses
for the entertainment of the delegates,”
until the closing moments of the convention,
when Walker led the fight to abolish the
referendum, reaction was in the saddle,
though opposed by a small yet determined
left wing.

. Walker and Olander, and the large reac-
tionary delegations from the teamsters, flat
janitors and other Chicago unions, not only
ignored entirely the vital issues of dwindling
membership, unorganized workers and
steadily growing unemployment, but opposed

" every progressive measure presented by the
T.U.E L.

The middle class ‘“aristocrats of labor’—
not being workers at all—would be expected
to do just what they did, expend most of their
time and energy in boosting LaFollette, the
petty bourgeois champion of the little capi-

- talists. Olander, like the sultan exhorting
his flock of eunuchs, asked for “three cheers
for LaFollette.” The attempt was a dismal
failure, so he again begged the delegates,
“Come on, I know you feel better than that
about it. Let’s try it again.” But labor
fakers can raise no enthusiasm for anything
less ponderable than pork chops and moon-
shine. The cheers lacked pep.

T. U. E. L. Group Fights Gallantly

Against this wholesale betrayal, Thomas
Parry, of the Divernon U. M. W. of A., Local
146 ; Henry Corbishley, president of the Zeig-
ler U. M. W. A, Local 992, and a few of the
other miner delegates fought gallantly for
progressive measures. Parry denounced La-
Follette as a proponent of the capitalist
system, and declared that William Z. Foster
was the only trade ‘union candidate for
president, and, because he favors the dicta-
torship of the proletariat over all parasite
clagses through a Workers’ and Farmers’

Government, is the only candidate repre-
gsenting the working classes,

Walker sings the same class collabora-
tion tune Farrington attempted to popular-
ize. Walker is also an advocate of “increased
production,” concealing the fact that the
world’s markets are already glutted. By
some quirk of his crooked brain Walker tries
to prove that labor saving machinery under
capitalist ownership will decrease unemploy-
ment, that when there are less jobs there
will be more of them. Also, Walker dwelt
upon the great value of education, but failed
to explain how the starving workers can get
either time or money for securing it.

Left Wing Battles for Progress

Had it not been for the resolutions intro-
duced by the Communists and T. U. E, L.’
members, the convention would have been
entirely lifeless, The most energetic action
of the Walker machine was used in throt-
tling’' T. U. E. L. resolutions. The demand

for amalgamation, organization of the unor-

ganized, unemployment benefits, establish-
ment of unemployed councils and confer-
ences of all labor to meet the unemployment
crisis, and independent working class politi-
cal action were either assassinated by the
machine or so changed in the resolution
committee as to be made utterly valueless.

One of the resolutions introduced by the
Dowell U. M. W. of A, Local, condemned the
Ku Klux Klan for its disruption of miners’

e . [
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union locals in southern IMinois, citing West
Frankfort, Herrin and Christopher as ex-
amples and declaring the Klan to be a
“bosses’ organization.”
‘Walker was caught in a rank deceit when,
. after explaining to the writer that “We can-
not declare the anti-Klan resolution out of
order because the Klan has already been
condemned by the A, F. of L.,” he neverthe-
less had nothing to say when his pal, Far-
rington was exposed for trying to induce the
Dowell delegates, Bli Lucas and Robert
Speedie, to withdraw the Klan resolution so
that he, Farrihgton, would not lose the Klan
vote in his campaign for re-election as presi-
dent of the Ilinois miners. But the Dowell
miners, remembering the murder of their
fellow worker, Louis Gomez, refused to
make any blood bargain with Farrington
and his Fascisti murderers of workers.
Olander, failing to quash the resolution in
the last few minutes of the convention in-
troduced a resolution that “Nothing done by
. the convention shall be used to discriminate
against the members of an outside organi-
zation.” And Olander admitted that this
was to sooth the ruffled spn'lts of his anti-
labor Klan,

Amalgamation Lost After Battle

Although a large sentiment was shown for
amalgamation, and 75 votes were cast for
the resolution as introduced by Thomas
Parly of the Workers Party, the machine
was enabled to kil it by the treachery of
Farrington. The Illinois miners were in-
structed by their convention in May to fight
for amalgamation in the Federation conven-
tion. But Farrington not only betrayed the
trust by not fighting, he even left the con-
vention without saying a word, although he
was ' Chairman of the ‘Resolutions Com-
mittee.

Walker again demonstrated his utter dis-
regard for the sufferings of the rank and file
workers, in his attitude on the unemploy-
meént resolutions. He tried to give the im-
’pressmn that no wunusual unemployment
problem faces the workers and his weak
committee substitute was referred to the
executive<hoard with instructions to give
“helpfulness and co-operation.” Then, in
the last few moments of the convention,
Walker ruled that the part of the resolution
demanding unemployment councils was
“dual unionism, and~I will extend my help
and co-operation only to those erganizations
already formed.” :
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HunTing A JoB AT BELL AND ZoLLER MINE

No. 1, Zewcier, Irrawois. Ovsr 1000
TurNed Away TrE DAy Tiis Was TAKEN

Referendum Abolished by Decree

The extreme reaction was most clearly
demonstrated when, on the day of adjourn-
ment, a resolution was jammed through
abolishing the referendum in the Federa-
tion. Walker, in direct defiance of the con-
stitution, which rules that: “No alterations
or amendments to this constitution shall be
considered unless submitted to a referen-
dum vote of the afiiliated organizations,”
ruled that the resolution abolishing referen-

‘dums would not itself be submitted to a

referendum vote.

This ruling of Walker, and his insulting
speech directed at the miners’ delegates, de-
claring that they only come to Federation
conventions when they have some measure
they want passed, so angered the miners’
delegates that about 85 of them walked out
of the hall in protest.

The irony of the machine’s action in abol-
igshing the referendum, is that, only the day

Jbefore, the convention had denounced Dawes,

for one reason because he ‘“‘expressed oppo-
sition to the extension of the initiative and
referendum, both of which he appears to
believe contrary to American constitutional
principles.”

Theé left wing is small in numbers but by
battle it will grow in favor among the rank
and file. 'The miners know that if they
withdrew, black reaction would be in com-
plete and undisputed control. The miners
must check all tendencies to isolation, and
see that a stronger delegation of progressive
miners goes to the Federation conventlon
at Champalgn next year.
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Labor Fakers

By C. R. Hedlund

HAT our labor unions are cursed by an in-
Tcompetent and self-seeking leadership, is

today disputed by few students of the
American labor movement, The militant and
progressivé element in the unions finds itself
more and more in conflict with reactionary
officials. The leaders array themselves in
battle formation across any path of progress.
They look upon every proposed change solely
from the view of how it affects their tenure in
office. .

Considering the fact that we are living in
the most advanced capitalist country in the
world, one would naturally look for a well de-
veloped and aggressive labor movement. But
quite the contrary is trpne. Corporations con-
tinue to consolidate and grow. We have recent-
1y seen the example of the Van Sweringen rail-
way merger. And these corporations are inter-
locked in ownership not only in one industry
but covering several industries by financial

connection through a few great banking in-
stitutions.

TFacing this gigantic and centralized control
of industry, stands the most obsolete and anti-
quated labor movement in the world. Really
it does neither “stand” nor “face” concentrat-
ed capital, it lies in pieces at the feet of capital
to be kicked and trodden upon. Divided along
craft lines, the American labor movement has
as much prospect of success in its struggle
with organized capital as has a birch canoe to
ram and sink a modern dreadnought. -Strikes
are being lost right and left. Factories through-
out the couniry are unorganized. Practically
nothing is done to rebuild the shop craft un-
ions, almost annihilated in their last encounter
with consolidated capital.

What is the cause for these atrocious con-
ditions in our labor movement? To answer

~ this would be to answer other questions, also.

‘Why are hundreds of the best union members
expelled every year? Why are charters re-
voked and autonomy taken away by trade un-
ion bureaucrats when the membership agitates
for amalgamation of the erafts into industrial
unions and abolition of gag rule? Why do
union officials advocate retention of craft un-
ionism in spite of ity failure? Why do they
play up insuraice and old age pensions and
labor banks instead of the class struggle?

IEvery animal-—and the human animal is no
exception—is to a large extent the creature of
its environment. While man can as a race
change his environment, the material condi-
tions with which the individual is surrounded
molds our minds and determines our course of
action. Applying this to our labor fakers, we
find that their economic interests are in direct
opposition to those of the rank and file of the
membership by reason of the extremely high
salary received by the officers.

The salaries paid to our “labor leaders” are
in many cases greater than those paid the
highest officials of the United States Govern-
ment. For instance, the president of the rail-
road sectionmen’s union receives $500 more per
year than does a United States Senator. This
ig so in spite of the fact that the sectionmen
receive only the miserable wage of $3.12 a day.

The freight brakeman, who.faces the many
perilg of the rail for the sum of $4.84 a day,
who eats cold lunches and sleeps in his caboose
to save hotel expenses when away from his
home, pays W. G. Lee the same munificient
salary as that received by an Associate Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme Court—
$14,000 a year. It may well be added that, be-
sides Mr. Lee being president of the Brother-
hood of Railway Trainmen, he gives a part of
the time he is paid for on that job to the presi-
dency of a $10,000,000 private corporation at
Seymour, Indiana. ‘

The locomotive fireman, who earns his liv-
ing about as laboriously as any human being
on earth, who fires some of the largest engines
in freight services, the Mikado type, for the
entirely inadequate sum of $5.43 a day, never-

_ theless pays his Grand Lodge officials the fol-

lowing salaries: to the President, $12,000 a
yvear; to the Assistant President, $10,000 a
year; to nine different Vice-Presidents, $7,000,
a year each; to the Secretary, $10,000 a year; ~
to one go-called “Legislative Representative”
stationed at Washington, D. C., $7,000 a year;
to the LEditor of the union magaziné, $7,000
a year; to the Medical Examinery “who looks
over applications for insurance,/$9,000 a year.
This makes a total of $118,000 for 15 officials!

Besides this galaxy of gfand dukes, the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Tiremen and In-
ginmen pays a Board of/ Directors of seven
members who receive $10 per day while in ses-

/
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sion. Of course, all officers receive their
traveling expenses, and in addition to both
salary and transportation, are paid an arbit-
rary allowance of $6 a day for hotel ex-
penses when away from home. Yet simple
people wonder why Grand Lodge officials fight
amalgamation or any other change which may
even remotely threaten to oust them from their
swivel chairs!

It remains, however, for the Locomotive En-
gineers to furnish us with the most consgpic-
uous example of overpaid labor fakers. The
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers pay
their president, Warren 8. Stone, no less than
$25,000 a year for looking after his personal
banking interests, and they furnish him two
assistants who are paid $15,000 a year each.
The B. of L. E. also maintains a Grand: Chief,
whose salary is determined by the Advisory
Board, consisting of the officials. This illus-
trious “Chief” is furnighed with nine “Assist-
ant Chiefs”, each of whom receive $9,500 a
year! Of course all officials ave paid addition-
al sums to cover rates at the most e\penswe
hotels when away from home.

These are only a few instances. When we
compare these enormous salaries paid officialg
of useless craft unions, with the small yearly
wage of the average industrial worker, it is
not difficult to see that there is a confliet of
economic interest between the officials and the
members of our trade unions. The labor faker,
who receives many times the income of the
individual worker, is not going to agree to any
change, no matter how beneficial to the rank
and file, which may reduce him to the humble
position of the average worker .

Neither will the evil be remedied by electing
new officials without reducing their salaries.
The present system will inoculate the new of-
ficials with the same corruption which ren-
ders the present “leaders” useless and even
dangerous to the organization. The only ef-
fective remedy is to reduce the salaries of our
labor union officials to the average wage re-
ceived by the skilled worker. When that is
done the interests of officials and members will
be more nearly the same, instead of being, as
at present, in flat opposition.

The argument is advanced that “good lead-
ers” cannot be obtained without big salaries
being paid. This has no foundation in fact. If

this reasoning was true, then the American

labor movement would be headed by the most
able and effective leadership in the world. To
any one who compares the moderately paid
Buropean labor union officers with our Amer-
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ican variety, our pot-bellied, hog-jowled tribe
of mis-leaders of labor are the very incarnation
of indolent ignorance.

Under the present standard of wages mo
labor organization should pay any labor offi-
cial more than the skilled workers in that
trade are getting, plus, of necessity, actual
traveling expenses. And there neeed be mno
worry about filling the offices with the most
able element in the unions for such salary. A
trial will show. As it stands, the high salaries
fill the labor movement with swarm of pro-
fessional office holders—a distinet breed of so-
cial parasite—who, like vultures, have grown
fat and opulent at the terrible cost of disunion
and defeat of the workers,

Other evils flow from the same source. In
order to protect their fat jobs, the labor fakers
have gradually arrogated to themselves the
complete control of the organizations. In-
stead of promoting the welfare of the member-
ship, or dealing in any way with the problems
faced by the suffering masses, they use their
time to intrench themselves in office by skill-
ful intrigue, gag law and gang rule against the
T. U. E. L. and the left wing, sycophantic per-

sonal publicity in union magazines and the in-

auguration of so-called “labor banks.”

Militant nnionists whose activities are feared
by the labor fakers, have been ruthlessly ex-
pelled and local charters have been removed.
As a case in point we might cite how the B. of
L. L. officials revoked the charter of Lodge
673 at Harrvisburg, a lodge of 400 members, for
the simple reason that the Lodge had issued
a circular to other train service unions advocat-
ing amalgamation! Such conditions would be
almost unbelievable were they not before our
eyes. In fact our labor unions are fast being
reduced to sick benefit associations and col-
lection agencies for Grand Lodge officials.

To remedy these conditions the immediate
steps must be taken to urge the workers to
subseribe to the Workers MonTHLY and the
Darry Worker in order that they may be-
come familiar with their relation to the labor
movement and its problems. The following
constitutional changes should be insisted upon
by militant delegates to future labor conven-
tions: Opening of the organization press to
all rank and file expression; abolition of the
ceremonial mummery of secret rituals and

~mystical nonsense; adoption of industrial un-

ionism through amalgamation and the election
of new officials with salaries reduced from the
present outrageous sums.
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Shop Committees in the Italian Struggle

By Giovanni Germanetto

(Italian Member, Dzecutive

VER since the Genoa Congress of the
Italian Socialist Party in 1892, the
Italian trade unions have been engaged

in ruthless, bloody battles with the government
and capital, battles which left the streets
and squares of the cities littered with the
corpses of workers and the prisons filled with
fighters for the cause of labor. As a result of
this long struggle, the proletariat in most of
the industries, obtained recognition of the so-
called “Committees of Internal Order”
formed by workers in shops and factories. The
first Committee of Internal Order was organ-
ized in the Itala Automobile factory at Turin
in October 1906.

However, these Committees of Internal Or-
der were confused, and in most cases three com-
mittees existed in each factory; a Confederal
Committee (General Confederation of Labor),
a Syndicalist Committee (Italian Syndicalist
Union) and the Committee of Catholic Uniong.
But the war stimulated the organization and
amalgamation of all labor organizations and
affected also the unorganized workers.

Immature Gropings

The creation of Shop Committees was raised
concretely during the discussion in the Social-
igt Party in 1919 by the left wing group of
the “Ordine Nuovo” which, after the party
split at Livorno, actively participated in the
organization of the Communist Party. The
leaders of the Socialist Party, together with
those reformists of the General Confederation
of Labor, invariably attacked' all proposals of
the Communist fraction and did not endorse
Shop Committees. More, on the question of
Shop Oomnuttees, the subsequent party split
oceurred.

The end of the war found Italian industry at
a much higher level of development than in
1914. The overwhelming mass of workers were
employed in gigantic factories as large as
cities. The Tayvlor system was applied, di-
vigion of 12".0v and ruihless exploitation ruled.
Natur: "y, class ecusciousness and solidarity
were xir :;eér. Connected with each other in
the proecss of yrodaction, like complementary
parts of a machine, workers began to feel the
inseparable connection as one class.

On the other hand, the wasteful use of raw
materials and the inefficient direction of indus-

Bureau of the R. I. L. U.)

try by employers, doubtless were additional
proof to the workers that they, better than
the capitalists, are acquainted with the organ-
ism of industry and should take over its com-
trol in the interests of labor. The example of
Russia where, after the establishment of the
soviet system, new order—having nothing in
common with capitalist discipline—was en-
forced in the factories, this together with its
own conditions caused the Italian proletariat
to think of ereating organs ecapable of playing
in Ttaly the role which the Shop Committees
played in Russia. In August 1919, the workers
of the “Fiat” automobile factory raised the
question of a drastic change in the system of
workers’ representation.

Primarily economic in character, the “Tiat”
constitution reduced the functions of Shop
Committees to those of trade union represent-
atives in the factory. The delegates elected
were trustees of the union rather than repre-
sentatives of the masses. Ilections took place
at meetings after working hours, without dis-
cussion and by show of hands. The workers
did not know the plans of those to be elected.
No workers were allowed to vote but members
of the union. '

The reformist union officials, like Colombine,
attempted to nullify the entire revolutionary
role of the shop committees and succeeded im
making them largely into organs of class col-
laboration merely to increase production.
“Workers’ control,” said Colombino at the Ge-
noa Metal Workers Congress, in November,
1919, “could lead to considerable improvement
in the attitude of the worker toward his work.”
The Revolutionary “Councils of Producers”

But a Congress of Labor Chambers at Turin,
later advanced the principle that Shop Commit-
tees “are a weapon of class struggle of the pro-
letariat for power.” It added that “the crea-
tion of shop committees is not intended to min:
imize the importance or authority of the exist-
ing political and economic organizations; on
the contrary they should serve to further de-

velop the forces of the working classes. And
this body asked the coming Congress of the
General Confederation to adopt and recognize
the organization of “Councils of Producers.”

Simultaneously, the general meeting of IFac-
tory Delegates at Turin drafted a mnew plan
which, though strongly devoted to the fatal syn-
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dicalist notion of the political sufficiency of
economic organization, and still intent on col-
laboration with employers to increase produe-
tion, embodied new and significant principles.
These “Councils of Producers” to supplant the
“Committees of Internal Orders,” while recog-
nizing the “entire importance of wunions or-
ganized along craft and industrial lines” as
historical developments in the class struggle,
considered it necessary for these unions ‘“to
further activity towards organization of all
categories of workers.” This plan said that “di-
rection in the labor movement should emanate
directly from the rank and file organized in
the place of work and put into effect through
factory delegates.”

This plan instructed all delegates to ad-
vocate amalgamation and
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nition of the Shop Committees even though the
reformists in the Metal Workers’ Federation
would not support it. Strange as it may seem,
when the Central Committee of the Metal
Workers’ Federation ordered the workers to
seize the factories closed by the employers, it
did not foresee the development and future of
this movement. To the reformists the capture

“of the factories seemed only a means of obtain-

ing better working conditions.

The Communist wing of the Socialist Party,
which had launched the 'campaign for Shop
Committees, redoubled activity, advocating ex-
tension of factory seizure under the slogan
“All power to the Soviets.” DBut the fatal syn-
dicalist limitation which held badk the masses
from attacking and conquering the government

that “all craft and indus-

as well as seizing the fac-

trial unions of Italy should
affiliate to the General Con-
federation of Labor.” It set
forth that “every factory em-
ploye, manual and office, has
the right to vote.” “Elections
take place by secret ballot
during  working  hours”
» “Only members of any union

“Faotoa“y councils are graduclly

becoming a new form of the
labor movement within the trode
uwion movement. But the trade
union  remains, remember, also
after the wvictory of the . prole-
tariat, an extremely important or-
ganigation. That, at any rate, has
been proven by the, until now,
only wvictorious revolulion—the

tories, halted the movement,
and stopped it in its econ-
omic phase. The reformists
in the General Confederation
were working night and day
to convince the proletariat
that revolution was “pre-

 matuare,” that it “would in-

terfere with agriculture and
the population would be

adhbering to the class strug-
gle were eligible to election,”

Russian revolution.”
—~@regory Zinoviev.

menaced with famine,” etc.
They made every effort to lig-

however; and it added that
“The delegate has a double task. He controls
the activity of the trade union to which he
belongs and at the same time represents all the
workers of his craft and defends their inter-
ests.”

In spite of obstruction by the reformists this
plan found wide acceptance. The problem of
getting the unorganized masses, who Tefused
—egpecially at first—to submit to control of
either the revolutionary party or the unions,
to accept the shop committee, this problem was
settled by the fact that the system of shop com-
mittees naturally included the entire mass of
workers who directly and immediately fell un-
der the leadership of the militant minority. The
Shop Committees became the most important
political organs. \

Events in Italy were then developing with
tremendous speed and in revolutionary direc-
tion, and the Shop Committees incarnated and
enforced the will of the working masses.
Strikes breaking out in April 1920 at Turin
 spread through the metal distriets especially
and were carried on under the slogan of recog-

nidate the Shop Committees.

Pressed by the revolutionary masses, the re-
formists at first played a double game. They
did not openly oppose Shop Committees, but
they discouraged the masses with lies about
Soviet Russia and dampened their spirit. Later,
they completely went over to the capitalists,
and helped them stamp out the Shop Commit-
tees which had led the entire working class, A
few months passed, and the heroie struggle of
the Italian proletariat, insufficiently support-
ed by the broader masses, betrayed by reform-
ists, cursed with syndicalist confusion, uncon-
fident of final victory and undetermined as to
tactics, had to be given up and the factories
restored to the bourgeoisie.

Immediately a furious, unprecedented reac-
tion ensued. Aided by the Giolitti and Bonomi
government, the bourgeoisie quickly orgdnized
a counter-attack, and in November 1920 gained
a decigive victory with the aid of their Fascist
bands and the reformist officials of the unions.
The reformigts liquidated the Shop Committees

-and - the government imprisoned thousands

(Continued on Page 256)
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BANKING BUNCOMBE

MONG the minor attractions at the recent con-

vention of the Illinois State Federation of Labor
was a certain address on ‘labor banking” which
typified a kind of buncombe with which the labor
movement is being flooded at the present time.
“When labor and the farmers marshall their resources
(in labor banks) they will be in control of credit.,”
BErgo, the road to the emancipation of the working
clags lies thru the counting rooms of “labor banks.”
To anyone with the slightest acquaintance with the
laws of economics and the class nature of society it
is a waste of words to expose the silly illusions of
this conception of “labor banking.”

But the Utopian side of the “labor banks” is only
the sugar coat for the rank and file, to help them
swallow a bhitter pill of class collaboration without
gagging., A more realistic view of the meaning of
“labor barnks” is that taken by the hard-boiled Chi-
cago Tribune, militant - expression of capitalism,
which utters a congratulatory chuckle every time
it notes a step deeper into the mire of Wall Street
on a part of a section of the labor movement. Is
there any worker go stupid that he will believe the
Tribune is rejoicing at the sight of Labor striding
towards rulership of the world? Of course not. And
the depths of stupidity required to believe that the
wily capitalists are being outwitted by our ‘““labor
bankers”, and are being tricked into a voluntary sur-
render of the rulership of the world, is hard to im-
agine outside of the office of president of an inter-
national union.

The hard facts about “labor banking” lead more
and more to the conclusion that, while there is a
restricted field in which unions might, without in-
jury to their fundamental tasks, carry on their own
finanecial machinery in gsome sort of working arrange-
-ment with the capitalist world—yet between such
a field and the wider pastures where “labor banking”
becomes the rankest kind of class collaboration,
binding the unions under the control of the most
bitter enemies of the labor movement, the lines of
demarcation are so faintly drawn as yet, and the
reactionary character of the union officialdom is so
favorable to capitalist corruption, that it becomes
more and more evident that the entire scheme of
“labor banking”-—with some few exceptions—is only
another gigantic swindle upon the working class,
another weapon for their emslavement, and another
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obstacle to their emancipation. And so far as propa-
ganda, such as that peddled at the Illinocis Federa-
tion convention, it can be characterized as nothing
but pure bunk.

FREE THE CLASS-WAR PRISONERS

O the disgrace of the American labor movement

be it said once more that the prisons of the coun-
try hold hundreds of good fighting union men, locked
up by the tools of the capitalist class for the crime
of loyalty to Labor. The officialdom of the trade
unions, steeped in the spirit of bureaucracy, is total-
ly indifferent to the fate of the martyrs of the clags
struggle. Once and again, they yield to pressure
at conventions, and allow a resolution of protest to
be adopted. On rare occasions they permit the dona-
tion of a hundred doliars to the Tom Mooney case.
But never do they really hestir themselves to bring
the power of their organizations, either politically
or industrially, to bear against the jailors of Labor's
fighters,

Rangel and Cline are still, after 12 years, in the
prisons of Texas, because they gave aid to the re-
volting workers of Mexico. Ford and Suhr in Calif-
ornia are starting their second decade of prison life
bacause they dared to speak for striking hop-pickers.
Tom Mooney and Warren Billings are incarcerated
in the same shameful state, on the most brazen
frame-up known to history, denounced as such by
the personal investigator of President Wilson, but
with no releage in sight because they are left-wing
militants. Sacco and Vanzetti are immured in
Massachusetts, under sentemnce of death, although
the whole world has been convinced that they are
the victims of manufactured evidence. Hundreds of
members of the I, W. W. are in prison in the western
states, under the dammnable “syndicalist” laws, and
especially in California where they are sent to jail
under an injunction, without even pretence of trial,
simply for being members of the I. W. W.

This record of persecution by the agents of capital-
ism against militant workers, with the added crim-
inal negligence and indifference of the official lead-
ers of the labor movement, forces again upon the
notice of the progressive, radical, and revolutionary
gsections of the movement the absolute necessity of
securing  some kind of united action, at the very
least for shouting out such a protest to the world
against our shameful and disgraceful condition that
no omne, on any part of the globe, will have any excuse
for saying that he ‘‘did not know about it.”” A Un-
ited Front for the class-war prisoners is the need of
the hour.

A FAKE LABOR GOVERNMENT.

HBvery -day in office of the British “Labor” govern-
ment has helped to expose that miserable petty-
bourgeois aggregation of office seekers before the
working class in their true light—as the staunchest
gervants of capitalism and the most deadly enemy
of the workers. The latest revelations that the
head of that government, J, Ramsay MacDonald, ac-
cepted a “gift” of $135,000 from Alexander Grant,
multi-millionaire exploiter of girls in a biscuit cor-
poration, and that later, Mr. Grant accepted a “gift”
of a peerage from J. Ramsay MacDonald, merely
puts the necessary personal touch to an already
black record that dramatizes before the masses the
fact that the “Labor” government is owned, body,
soul, and automobile, by the capitalists.
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Workers.in the United States seem to take it for
granted that McAdoo, in the same Wilson cabinet
that issued an injunction against the mine workers
and jailed thousands of suspected “reds,” should
take a million-dollar fee from Doheny, the oil king.
They refuse to get excited when Fall, Daugherty,
Jess Smith, and Harding, are involved in exchange
of ranches, satchels of hundreds of thousands of
dollars, booze deals, pardon peddlings, etc. They
calmly look upon Wheeler as a good business man
because he gets $10,000 fees from oil interests while
he prosecutes the “grafters.” But the British work-
ers thought that they had a “Socialist,” a “Labor”
government, and millions of them will ponder deeply
over J. Ramsay’s calm acceptance of the role of
personal protege of Sir Alexander.

A new and vivid light is being thrown upon the
record of the “Labor” government for the opening
eyes of the British workers. They were uneasy when
MacDonald used the Emergency Powers Act against
the striking transport workers. They winced when
he combined a Christian sermon with a warning of
guns against the Indian workers. They protested
against the flunkey-dress and toe-kissing ceremonies
before the king. -They spoke up in rage against
the bombing of natives in Mesopotamia. They forced
the release of Campbell, Communist editor, arrested
for writing against the uge of troops against strik-
ers. They are now forming a left wing group in
opposition to the enslaving Dawes plan, and o force
the recognition of Soviet Russia.

Now, with the exposure of MacDonald’s personal
subservience to the British ruling class, the grow-
ing revolt of British labor against its treacherous
misleaders should burst into flame. The time is
fast approaching for the birth of a mass party of
revolutionary labor in Great Britain,

NO SPLITS IN NOVA SCOTIA

HEN the Trade Union Educational League. sent

a warning into Nova Scotia, District No. 26,
United Mine Workers of America, last month ahout
tho activities of certain adventurous elements that
were working for a split, it was with the most com-
plete confidence as to what the answer of those
nmiders would he. And the answer came ringing
back across the continent clearly and loudly—"“There
will be no splits in the ranks of the Nova Scotia
miners.”

It would be impossible to find a better body of
fighting proletariansg than these same miners of Nova
Scotia. Nursed in the cradle of hardship and strug-
gle, disillusioned by a thousand acts of treachery on
the part of the “higher” officials of their union,
stabbed in the back by a few local stool-pigeons of
Lewis, thru it all they have never admitted defeat,
have never given up the struggle, have never tried
to run away. And not even when the “easy path” of
retreat was pointed out to them in glowing colors
as the path of a fight against their betrayers did they
weaken. The trap was too clumsy for such seagoned
warriors as the battlers of District 26,

John 1. Lewis, the arch-betrayer of the miners
union, iz doubtless deeply disappointed. District 26 is
a thorn in his side, one which he had -hoped to
pluck out thru this secession movement, FHe is
fighting desperately to prevent the calling of a spe-
cial convention for the reinstatement of Howat. He
must find excuses for continuing to deny District 26
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the right to vote on this question among the other
burning issues before the union, not the least of
which are the grievances of District 26 itself. He
has but recently suspended the autonomy of Dis-
trict 17, West Virginia, in order to more completely
block the operation of the little remaining workers’
democracy in the union, In other places he is buy-
ing off the local and district officials. Again in
others he unites with his ancient enemies with whom
he has quarrelled over spoils, as with Farrington
in Illinois. Where the militants become too strong,
he hopes for and stimulates with provocation and
otherwise, movements of secession, that he may wield
hig big stick of charter revocation. But in District
26, as once before in Kansas, Lewis has met whom
he cannot hully, bribe, or break. And that is the
guarantee that the United Mine Workers will finally
be redeemed frim its present condition of abject
helplessness before the coal operators.

TOMSKI TO BRITISH LABOR

HE appearance of M. Tomski, chairman of the
All-Russian Council of Trade Unions, before the
Trade Union Congress of Great Britain in Hull, early

'in September, marks a new stage in the struggle for

unity of the international labor movement., Since
the war shattered the corrupt super-structure of in-
ternational labor relations into its component parts,
and since the post-war efforts of the reactiomary
leadership to prevent active struggle against capital-
ism divided the unions sharply within the countries,
actually splitting them wide open in many lands,
the growing need for unity, for solidarity in the
struggle against capitalist oppression, has made itself
felt with constantly more intensity.

Comrade Tomski spoke, therefore, for many mil-
lions more than those in the ranks of the Russian
unions of which he is the head, when he pleaded at
Hull for re-uniting the international labhor movement.
Without hiding for ome moment the difference of
principle that separated the Russian and Britigsh un-
ions (the difference between revolutionary and re-
formist unionism which divides the international
movement) he prophesied, despite these differences,
trade unionists in the various countries would come
to an understanding. Already they are learning, to
distinguish between the national interesty of their
masters and their own class interests which are
international, He suggested an international discus-
sion of unity without the laying down of any pre-con-
ditions. -‘Tomski’s speech was greeted with cheers

from the Congress, while the intense interest thru-
out the union movement in- his appearance and his

words before the Congress is reflected by the high
degree of attention paid to bim by the press.
Tomski’'s message to British Labor is the message
of the Red International of Labor Unions to the
entire Labor movement of the world, TUnity of the
trade unions, nationally and internationally, is the
first requisite for a successful struggle against the
growing oppression of capitalism. The reaction-
aries are striving to continne and deepen the split,
to prevent the workers from putting up a fight
against their masters, to help capitalism back sec-
urely upon the shoulders of the world proletariat.
Unity for struggle against capitalism, is -the crying
need, and the chief fighters for this are the rev-
olutionary unionists and Communists of the world.
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THE INTERNATIONAL

WORLD UNITY

N the 16th of July, 1924, the Chairman of the

International Federation of Trade Unions (Am-
sterdam), A. A. Purcell, and its Secretary, J. Oude-
geest, transmitted a communication to the General
Council of the All-Russian Unions, relating the deci-
sion of the L. F. T. U. held in Vienna, and inquiring
of the Russian unions whether they are prepared
to resume unity negotiations on the basis of the
decision passed by the Vienna Congress.

In reply to the above communication, the following
letter was sent by the General Council of the Rus-
sian Trade Unions, dated August 2nd, 1924, signed
by M. Tomsky, Chairman, and A. Dogadov, Secretary:

“Clomrades:—We are in receipt of your letter
of July 16th, 1924. We consider it our duty to
express our deepest satisfaction with the deci-
gion of the International Congress of the L T.
F. U. to re-establish organizational unity in the
international trade union movement.

“This decision we consider of extraordinary
importance and significance, particularly so,
since it coincides with our own deep convictions
that the struggle of the working class against
the ever sharpening attacks of capital can be
successful only if the forces of the proletarian
organizations will be concentrated into one
united international movement. The All-Rus-
sian Council of Trade Unions is ready to do all
in its power to bring about this unity.

“However, we cannot fail to draw your atten-
tion to the fact that the manner in which you
present this problem is not a correct one, be-
cause you are inquiring of us whether we are
willing to enter with you into unity negotiations
on the basis of the principles and resolutions ot
the Vienna Congress.

“In our telegram to Comrade Purcell and in
our present letter we are giving expression to
our desire to restore the unity in the interna-
tional trade union movement and to our deter-
mination to bend our efforts towards bringing
this about. We assume, however, that one of
the things to be discussed between us is the
conditions upon which such unity is possible.
We, therefore, believe that your proposal that
we recoghize the statutes and rules of your
international as a condition to be satisfied prior
to the beginning of the negotiations is contrary
to the Interests of unity.

“You, comrades, maintain that you are hound
by the decisions of the Vienna Congress, but so
are we, the Russian trade unions, as part of the
Red International of Labor TUnions, equally
bound by the decisions of the All-Russian Trade
Union Congress and the Congress of the R. L.
L. U. In consideration of this fact, and moved
by the desire to find a common basis for nego--
tiations which would enable us to better under-
stand each other and to accomplish the purpose
of uniting the international trade union move-
ment, we propose that in our negotiations we
congider the decisions of both internationals and
that we continue these negotiations on the basis
of equality.

‘“We.believe that the success of our activities

for unity of the international trade union move-
ment are of more importance than any consid-
eration of a formal nature, and that in order to
pring about unity we have got to come together.
It is, therefore, our opinion that it would be
much better and more just to everyone con-
cerned if we begin negotiations without any con-
ditions attached to it.

“We are ready as soon as possible to meet
with you, approximately 14 days after the re-
ceipt of your answer. We would prefer to have
the meeting held either in London or Berlin.

“With Revolutionary Greetings,
“Tor the All-Russian Council of Trade Unions,

“M, TOMSKY, Chairman,
“p, DOGADOV, Secretary.”

HE sgection of the Red Interna-
tional of Labor Unions in Germany

is the National Trade Union Commit-
tee, which is made up of representatives of the
revolutionary minorities in the Socialist unions and
of delegates of the independent Communist unions.
At its meeting on Aug. Tth, it adopted an elaborate
program of work to be carried on in the trade unions,
based upon the decisions of the recent R. I L. U.
Congress. The mesting delevoped a strong deter-
mination to break the power of the conservatives in
the labor movement and to infuse the workers with
a revolutionary spirit, It called for the fight against
the Dawes plan and every effort that will be made
to make the workers pay the reparations costs. It
mapped out a militant struggle to establish the eight-
hour day and abolish overtime. It proposed that
the workers develop a strike strategy to enable them
better to withstand the power of the employers. The
following were indicated as the immediate tasks of
the left-wing in the trade union movement:

GERMANY

1. Establishment of trade union unity. To
this end it was urged that (a) a war be carried
on against the workers quitting the unions or
splitting them; (b) all unorganized revolutionary
workers to return to Socialist unions and a cam-
paign he started to organize the unorganized
masses into these unions; (¢) a struggle to
gecure the direction of the trade unions in the
hands of the revolutionary workers.

2. The opposition in the Socialist unions must
carry on an epergetic campaign for the uncon-
ditional reinstatement of the expelled members.
They mugt demand the establishment of democ-
racy and the freedom of propaganda in the
unijons.

3. The independent revolutionary unions
must show upon every opportunity that they are
ready to return to the old unions. The exist-
ence of the independent unions is not an aim in
itself; they shall not be parallel competing or-
ganizations., Their chief tagk is the creation of
the united class front for the struggle against
capitalism. They consider the split to be a
heavy injury to the workers’ interests, In order
to demonunstrate to the entire working class thelr
willingness to establish the trade unions united
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front, they shall propose to the Socialist unions
the calling of a conference for the bringing about
of their amalgamation with the old unions. In
the establishment of proletarian democracy, in
propaganda fresdom in the trade unions, and in
the acceptance of the expelled members, the
independent unions see a sufficient guarantee
for a lasting consolidation in one organization,

4. So long as the efforts of the independent
unions remain fruitless to establish the unity of
the trade unions, split by the Amsterdamers,
these organizations will work according to the
lines laid down by the National Trade Union
Committee. Their entire activity, especially
among the unorganized, must proceed from the
principle of the struggle for trade union unity.

5. Corresponding to the consolidation of capi-
tal, the trade unions must also be consolidated.
The organization form hest fitted for the present
gituation is the industrial union, which includes
all workers in one factory and in one branch
of production in the same organization. In no
manner, however, do industrial unions grow by
the method of bringing the unorganized into new
organizations and calling these industrial unions,
or through local splits, or through giving the
uni.ons of expelled the title of “industrial
unions.”

6. The consideration for successful struggle
and vietory is the closest co-operation of the
trade unions with the revolutionary party of the
proletariat, The oppositional trade union move-
ment repudiates the “principle” of political neu-
trality as counter-revolutionary demogogy. The
trade union -opposition and the indspendent
wnions consider only the Communist Party of
Germany as the representative of the interests
of the proletariat and the leader of the emanci-
pation siruggle of the working class.

7. For the successful work of the trade
union opposition there must be regular organiza-
tion and co-operation of the revolutionary forces
and their concentratipn in the most important
imdustrial groups, sueh as mining, metal, trans-
wortation; chemicals, ete.

8, Invigorating of the factory councils move-
ment. The factory councils are indispensable
organs for the preparation and carrying through
of the workers’ struggle for production’s control
.and the dictatorship of the proletariat. They
must be the basig of the trade union organiza-
tion in the factories. Industrial unions without
the factory councils as bagis are powerless
erganizations.

9. BSpecial efforts are to he made to win the
women and the youth to an active participation
ia the class struggle. '

10. The trade unions must establish the clos-
est possible .relations with the .agricultural
workers and the small farmers.

11, The trade union opposition must exert
every effort to win over the co-operatives. The
co-operatives, like the trade unions, must be
changed into instruments of the revolutionary
class struggle. With the help of the trade unions
the co-operatives must be made independent of
capitalist influence,
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12, In the factories and in the trade union
movement, the revolutionary trade unionists
must struggle with all their strength against
Fagcism. The Fascist pest must be ruthlessly
obliterated. In order that the Fascist organiza-
tions may be weakened from the inside, trusted
revolutionary workers may be sent within them.
Every effort must be made to drive the Fascists
out of the factories.

13, For the systematic execution of this pro-
gram and the application of the decisions of the
Red International, all oppositional elements
throughout the trade union movement and the
factories must be organized.into solid fractions.’
The fractions in the factories must carry on
their activity in close co-operation with the shop
nuclei of the Communist Party.

N the last week of August the

gecret police of MacDonald’s
government raided the head-
quarters of the Profintern Bureau in London, and
also the headquarters of the National Committee
of the Revolutionary Minority in the Trade Unions.

The raiders seized from the office of the Profintern
Bureau a number of very important documents,
among them the resolutions adopted by the National
Conference of Revolutionary Minority in the Trade
Unions which were addressed to MacDonald and to
the Trade Unions Congress.

GREAT BRITAIN

The police deny -all connection with the raid. They
maintain that: “If we had wanted your documents
we could have gotten them in the regular way.”
Suggesting the recent raids upon the headquarters
of the Communist Party. Officials of the raided
headquarters are convinced that the raid was the
work of the English Fascist troops.

The Secretary of the Miners’ Federation of Great
Britain, Mr. Cook. has made known that the Execu-
tive Committee of the Federation hag requested the
Prime Minister, MacDonald, to receive a delegation
from the Miners’ Federation regarding the agree-
ments reached by the allies at the London Confer-
ence. MacDonald has agreed to receive the dele-
gation, ) .

. Secretary Cook ig of the opinion that: “The miners
of England are passing through a very serious sit-
uation, Our executive committee must be well in-
formed as to what there is in the agreements of the
allied experts.”

The Secretariat of the International Miners’ Fed-
eration has unanimously decided to approach each
of the governments involved with the proposal that
the latter abstain from demanding coal from Ger-
many in payment on the reparations account. The
Executive Committee of the Miners' Federation be-
lieve that the realization of the plans of the allied
experts would be detrimental to the mining industry
of Great Britain, and consequently to the interests
of the English miners. This is what the delegation
of the Miners' Federation intends to discuss with
the British premier.

There are thousands of unemployed miners in
those mining sections of England which produce coal
for export. It is the opinion of Secretray Cook that
the Executive Committee of the Miners’ Federation
will not permit the plans of the allied experts to
be operated in such a manner as to hurt the coal
mining industry of Great Britain, .
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Shop Committees in
the Italian Struggle

(Oontinued from Page 251)
of workers who had dared arm for struggle,
while the Fascists, under the cry of “national
interests” began their campaign of murder and
arson and violent terrorism to-destroy every
semblance of revolutionary struggle among the
workers. The Shop Committees were crushed
together with all other organizations.

Only the “Committees of Internal Order”
survived the wreck. But they were converted
into weapons of oppression. However, even in
elections to these committees, the workers have
clearly demonsirated their absolute opposition
both to Fascism and Reformigm. The forces
of the proletariat are steadily, though slowly,
concentrating for future battles. The Commun-
ist factory nuclei, now existing illegally, will
prove to be revolutionary centers, spurring
the masses onward.

The general situation necessitates a long and
difficult struggle. But the panic created by
open desertion of the reformist leaders to the
capitalists is now overcome. The old trade
union psychology hag been defeated. The fac-
tory remains the center of all activity. The
workers of big undertakings are responding to
the slogan “into the Communist factory nuclei”
raised by the Industrial Department of the
Italian Communist Party. These nuclei are
being organized everywhere.

These nuclei, and the general revival of the
movement, serve as guarantee for strengthen-
ing the Committees of Internal Order, The de-
feat suffered by the Fascists in the elections to
these committees testify to the proletariat’s
readiness and desire for struggle. The Shop
Committees have already rendered inestimable
service. The time will come when the pro-
letariat will again resort to them as the rev-
olutionary organs truly reflecting the will of
the workers. .

DOINGS AND MISDOINGS
(Continued from Page 229)

Gompers could make a “friend of labor” out
of this Wisconsin fraud.
- Davis is recommended by Major Berry, of
the Pressmen, and, of course, William B.
Wilson, whom Gompers used to be sweet on
when Wilson was Secretary of Labor. But
despite these and many other labor fakers,
we canhot forget that Davis is a Morgan
lawyer who fought.the U. M. W. of A, with
injunctions in West Virginia in 1902.
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Ah! But here is Coolidge! Surely, after
seeing John L. Lewis on the Coolidge na-
tional “Committee of Strategy” we ought to
be satisfied. And then on bourgeois “Labor
Day” no less than 100 “representatives of
union labor” called at the White House to
assure Kal K. Koolidge that Gompers and
the Executive Committee of the A. F. of L.
cannot “deliver the labor vote to LaFollette.”
But the sad fact that Kal's start in life was
as a strike-breaker doesn’t appeal like it
oughta. Also, his campaign manager. W. M.

_ Butler, has lately been exposed as a “friend

of labor” in the “broad sense” that he hired
a regiment of Sherman detectives to spy on
the unions in his textile mills at New Bed-
ford and had on his payroll ag spies the tex-
tile union officers.

This is “non-partisan political action” all
rightee! (Gompers ought to be extremely
pleaged, though it’s a bit hard to tell which
is the “friend” and which the ‘‘enemy.”
Being rather mixed on this, the workers will
do well to support the Workers Party and
vote for William Z. Foster and the soviet

 form of government. Let’s go!

The “World’'s Greatest.”

ARDON our quotes around the claim of

the Chicago Tribune. But it’s so amusin’.

On August 24, when we read our daily
penance, we discovered an editorial entitled
“Wherein is Lenin Great?” The “world’s
greatest newspaper” therein took issue with
those who claim that Lenin is a great man.
It cited that there was in Rusgia, “starvation
and mob risings.” The W. G. N. only ap-
proves of mobs of wealthy kluxers. But it
went on, “The poor,” it said, “are sad and
miserable victims. Wherein is Lenin great?”

One would think that the W. &, N. spoke
for a system where there wag no poor to he
sad and miserable. But, alas and also alack!
On another page of the same issue of this
Tribune is an appeal for funds to buy ice for
babies in the slums. The headline reads—
“Hot Days Back Again! Babies of Slums
Suffer! Don’t Forget to Send Your Mite.”
Again on a third page is the call of a *“‘chari-
table” organization with a headline reading

—*“Start Drive for Old Clothlng to Help
Homeless,”

We did not wonder at what happened to
the Tribune editor, J. M. Patterson, the day
after that issue. He was visiting the farm
of Sam Insull, traction magnate, at Liberty-
ville, Illinois, when a brown bull charged
him and drove him out of his automobile.
We will let you write your own comment.
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HOT FROM THE PRESS!
The New and Vital Pamphlet Everyone Is Talking About

Russia in 1924

By WM. Z. FOSTER

Chairman of the Workers Party, Secretary of the T. U. E, L,
and
COMMUNIST CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT

The Capitalist Press and All the Enemies of the Workers Have Been Spread-
ing the Lie that the Russian Revolution “Has Failed”

FOSTER SPENT FOUR MONTHS IN RUSSIA IN 1921
SIX WEEKS IN RUSSIA THIS YEAR

In This Pamphlet He Tells the Story of How the Russian Workers Have
Fought Their Way Through All Obstacles to Victory! How They Have
Succeeded In Government and Industry! How They Are Free!

32 pages, paper cover, 10 cents—Bundles of ten or more, 7 cents.
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1113 W. Washington Blvd, Chicago, lli.
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PENETRATING ANALYSIS! BURNING CRITICISM! SOUND LOGIC!
THE NEW AND SIGNIFICANT BOOK
Entitled '

THE WORLD'S TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

. By A. LOSOVSKY
General Scc'rctm‘y of the Red International of Labor Unions

{

In This Book, Published in March at Moscow, and Now Made Available to
American Readers, the Leader of 13,000,000 Trade Unionists Depicts, Dis-
sects and Measures the Relations of Forces Developed Before, During and
Since the War.

The First Book Ever Written
Dealing So Comprehensively With This Vital Subject

WM. Z. FOSTER SAYS:

“Here Are Described Every Political, Economic and Organizational Force
of the World’s Trade Unions, and Their Role in the Fight, Developed Since
the War, Between Reformists and Revolutionists.”

128 pages, heavy paper cover, with photo of author—Fifty Cents per copy
Bundle orders, ten or more, at 35 Cents each; Special rate on larger orders

Trade Union Educational League
1113 Washington Blvd. Chicago, lIl.
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