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stewardship since the previous Convention an,j
recommendations for the ensuing period. It will
doubtless be the thing that will open up the fire_
works in Indianapolis.

It is safe to assume that Lervis is not going
to recommmend the things asked for by the
rank and file in their resolutions. Will wL fincl
ernbodied in that report any recolllnendations
for constitutional amendments that will give more
pOwer to the rank and file ? No ! but we may
find some that are intended to further remove
the membership from control. This rvas done
at the last convention when Lewis recommended
a change in the basis of representation. The
change, which was put over after the machine
"got to working right," gives the Ohio District
No. 6, favorable to Lewis and with about 45,ooo
members, twice as many votes as the unfavorable
Illinois District No. 12 with 9o,ooo members.
Only on roll-call votes can the miners of Illinois
register their full vote, and roll-calls are not
welcome even to the radicals, except as a last
resort to defend their rights.

Will the report of Lewis contain anv recom-
mendation to bring about nationali,zatiin of the
mines? Because of the tremendous demand for
this measure, he may bring in some tame propo-
sition that will be worse than none, but it li 

"safe bet that the first necessity for realizing
nationali,zati,on, the establishing of a Labor pai_
ty, will not be recommended. Lewis and every
other official knows that the realization of this
great ideal of the miners, nati,onalizati,on,, can be
brought about only through a united front of
Labor on the political field. But their actions
have proved, and will prove, that they are going
to do all they can to prevent its realization.

Will Lewis make recommendation for the re-
storation of Alex Howat and his colleagues to
their former positions in the U. M. W.-oi e.l
Will he recommend the restoration of autonomy
to Nova Scotia District No. z6? These, witir
the other demands of progressive miners all over
the country, will be answered negatively. Lewis
will be against them all.

Resolutions in the Convention
To accomplish anything in the form of prog-

ress, the men of the mines must do the job.
They must take inventory of their greivances, pre-
pare resolutions on the different subjects, and
send them to the International Secretary for the
Convention.

A stranger would almost die from shock to
see the tremendous volume of resolutions that
are sent in from the local unions. The delegates
themselves, accustomed as they are to the wrongs
of the industry, gasp with surprise when thev

THE LABOR HERALD Januarv, 1924

are provided with the printed resolutions. It is
a book of hundreds of pages, usually more than
an inch thick, printed in small type. From this
affay the progressives will select their issues and
organize their fight on the Convention floor.

fn every Convention are resolutions demanci-
ing the removal of the autocratic power of the
president to appoi,nt organizers, field men, ancl
others, u'ho are thus used to build up the Len-is
machine. These demands will be amendments
to the constitution providing for the election of
organizers and, fi,eld, workers. The progressives
will fight for this measure as an absolute essen-
tial for future progress.

I{ati,ona,li,zation, of the tnines will be advocated
by resolution in many forms. The progressives
will try to unite all supporters of this measure
upon a constructive plan, and will make it one
of their big fighting points for a Labor Party.
We have not forgotten the so-called nationaliza-
tion of the railroads during the war which, under
the cloak of patriotism, was really a trick to sub-
sidize the railroads for the profit of their pri-
vate owners. That is the sort of nationalization
referred to generally by opponents of the meas-
ure. We are opposed to nationalization of that
sort. We are opposed to commissions of, lawyers,
bankers, and business men to run the mines. We
knolv that mines naturally "run into the ground,"
but we are opposed to the industry going in that
direction in the hands of profit-grabbers under
the guise of nationalization. We want national-
ization'of the mines, to be operated by competent
union miners whose only interest is social service.

The Labor Party
Nationalization can be achieved only through

independent political action of the working class.
Consequently we must fight for the U. M. W. of
A. to become a part of the Labor Party now tak-
ing shape throughout the country. The progress-
ives believe that in this direction the convention
in St. Paul, May 3oth, 1924, will be of decisive
importance. The Minnesota Farmer-Labor Par-
ty, the National Farmer-Labor Party (Chicago),
the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, and many
other state parties and political organizations
have joined in the call for"this convention.

The workers of the entire country should cele-
brate Decoration Day in rgz4, by decorating the
political arena with a strong Labor candidate for
President of the United States, backed up by a
united Farmer-Labor Party that will throw La-
bor's hat in the ring throughout the rvidth and
breadth of the land. That rvill be the position
of the progressives in the Indianapolis Conven-
tion.
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atrickAn Open Letter to John Fit4
By Wm.

fN view of the many statements you have made

I recently attempting to blame the Workers
Party group for the split that occurred in Chi-

cago on July 3. I feel called uirorl to write you this
open letter to set matters aright. Let me say at
the outset that the split was of your own making.
It was altogether due to your weakness and com-
plete lack of real leadership in that historic situa-
tion. But in order that this may be made clear
let nre go back a bit, tracing a little my own ac-
tivities and yours in enterprises in which we were
jointly interested.

Our Working Togettrer

As for mvself, for many years my goal in the
labor nlo\:ement has been clear and definite: to re-

- atganize the trade unions f rom their present status
as narrow craft organizations containing only a
fraction of the workers to broad industrial unions
embracing the great masses-a program whose
realization will inevitably involve smashing the
control of the Gompers bureaucracy. My efforts
at all times for the past dozen vears have been
clirectecl to this end. 'fhe form of the activities
nrar-have differed from time to time, but the goal
was always the same, the defeat of Gornpers ancl
the reorganization of the unions. Reactionaries
like Oscar Nelson and Victor Olander are now
trying to make it appear that during the great
packing house and steel mills organization drives
I quit this war against Gompersism and be-
came a reconciled member of the official family.
But this is sheer nonsense, and nobody knows it
better than Gompers himself. For me these gi-
gantic campaigns were but a different aspect of
the general attack on Gompersism. I believed for
a tinre even tirat thel' wouid be the means of beat-
ing the old rnachine and revolutionizing the labor
ntovement.

r\s for yourself, I consiclerecl r'ou a porverful
factor in tl-re struggle to remoclel the labor rxove-
ment aircl I clealt with you accordingly. I did my
utmost to strengthen your hands and to increase

)-our influence upon a national scale, ancl not with-
out some success, I irelieve. I ei'eir ltelievecl
at one time that \-on were the logical man, the
practical tra<le nnion leader, to head a big rank
ancl file lllo\rernent which, through its progressive
measures, u-oulcl crack the Gonlpers machine. It
was distincth' with this aim in mind that I man-
euvrecl, successfullv. to get you at the head of the

. steel organizing committee, rather than other A.
F. of L. organizers who were itching for the job.

Z. Foster

This rvill nrake an interesting story some d")-.
You will recall the main outlines of the situation:
I introducecl the organization resolution into the
Chicago Federation of Labor on April 7th, (not
upon your instructions as Olander ridiculously
asserts, but entirely upon my own volition), 

"ndthen went alone with it to the A. F. of L. con-
vention in St. Paul, had it passed there, and made
arrangements for the first meeting to take place
in Chicago on August 1st, 1918. At the ljttter
gathering was where you first took a hand in the
matter.

But we lost the big steel fight. This was a
tremendous disaster: not only because it wrecked
the steel unions, but, what was infinitely more
important, it destroyed a much greater pi"t-r. It
was my aim to propose, if the steel strike had
been a success, the formation of a great organiza-
tion committee with branches in eich of ihe big
industries, to sleep the rnasses into the unions-.
We were in a position to insist that such ?. coln:
mittee be formed. Inevitably it mugt have been
under our direction in the usual combination, u'ith
you as Chairman and I as Secretary. With the
prestige that had been gained through the union-
izing of the steel industry and the general raising
of the morale of the workers everywhere therebr-
this great organizing campaign must have been a
tremendous success. It wonlcl have surely re-
sulted in the organization of the broad masses of
the working class. They would have stormed into
the unions in millions, e\ren as they did in Ger-
nrany after the war.

The West Letter
The outcome of such a great campaign lvould

have been to so enorlrtouslv increase vour prestige
that you would have overshadowed Gompers and
would have been in a position to deliver to him his
long-neeclecl political coup de grace, which \ye
woulcl have known how to administer at the op-
portune time. Gompers, who is nobody's fobl,
suspected what was cooking up ancl was r'ery
much on his guard. Even outsiders could see it.
George P. West, for example, in Thc l{ation for
April 9th, 1919 came near to hitting the nail on
the heacl. lle pointed out the real significance of
the rising Fitzpatrick-Foster combination. As you
u'ill remember. his article createcl conste.rnation in
orlr ranks. Gomlters immediately demanded a
refutation of it. We agreed that for the sake of
the steel r,vorkers this had to be done. Otherwise
Gornpers would have a legitimate excuse to cut
the steel campaign to pieces. We decided to
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the Farmer-Labor Party split away from the other
labor party forces there assembled.

What Caused the Split
Now as for the causes of the July 3rd split:

Your attempt to blame the break upon the Work-
ers Party group is as absurd as your assertion
that it has thrown back the labor party movement
f.or 20 years. The real truth is that you personal-
ly were responsible for the break, the Farmer-
Labor Party following your lead unquestioningly.
The situation was quite simple. The Farmer-
Labor Party under your guidance had proved an
almost complete failure. This was not because

the labor party issue was not a good one, but be-
cause you were unwilling to make a real fight for
it. You failed as a leader. As the chief exponent
of the labor party idea your cue was to have or-
ganized a big and militant movement for it all
over the country. This would have brought you
the bitterest opposition of Gompers and might
have cost you your position as head of the Chicago
Federation of Labor. But what of it ? The game
was worth the candle. A militant leader would
have made the fight. But not you. Reluctant to
break squarely with Gompers, you let the move-
ment simmer along. Consequently the Farmer
Labor Party practically died in your hands despite
its golden opportunity. It failed in its mission
as champion of the labor pafty idea and soon de-
generated into little more than a name.

This was the situation until about a year or so
ago, when the left-wing groups in the Workers
Party and the Trade Union Educational League
began to take a hand in the labor party movement.
They did immediately what you should have done
long before: started a real labor party campaign
throughout the trade unions. The time being op-
portune, this campaign was very successful and
a large body of favorable sentiment developed.
Then, to exploit this situation, you called the big
convention of July 3-5, sending invitations broad-
cast to all ivorkers' organizations. You, yourself,
made the motion to invite the Workers Party.
A political leader of consequence would have
known that such a convention, especially with the
Workers Party in it, would be a rank and file
affair and, as such, would involve an open war
on the Gompers machine. But apparently you
did not. It was only when the convention was
at hand that you seemed to realize what you had
done. Then, overcome with timidity, you tried
to get from underneath it regardless of conse-
quences. Upon your shoulders rests the respon-
sibility for the split.

The Workers Party group took the convention
seriously. They thought you were prepared to
go ahead with a real effort to establish that labor
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party. They helped liberally to finance the con-
vention, and rvithout their assistance it could not
have been held. They worked everywhere to
have the unions send delegates, when often prom-
inent Farmer-Labor Party members were openly
sabotaging the afr.air. They accepted as a matter
of course the necessity for an alliance between the
F'armer-Labor Party and the Workers Party
(with such other organizations as might go along)
to carry on the battle for the labor party. They
were perfectly willing to make every legitimate
concession so that such a working alliance could be
maintained. But you were not. At first you were
eager to enlist the militant help of the Workers
Pafty and willing to pay for it by accepting affil-
iation with that organization. But when you saw,
as the convention approached, that the price you
would probably have to pay for it would be an
open war with Gompers and the probable loss of
your ofificial standing, you would have none of it.
Then you- precipitated the break and thus betrayed
the thousands of workers following your lead.
It was treason to the labor party movement.

I say "yon precipitated the break" and I mean
exactly that. You wanted to cut loose from the
revolutionary elements and you did it. You had
become convinced, in the weeks preceding the
convention, that the F'armer-Labor Party and
yourself would lose caste with the official family
if you had any truck, either near or remote, with
the Workers Party, so )'ou decided that all co-
operation must end. Had you so desired a fav-
orable and workable understanding between the
two organizations, not involving actual affiliation,
could easily have been arrived at. But you wanted
no such agreement. You refused even to confer
with the representatives of the Workers Party
either before or during the convention. You in-
vited a split. The story that you broke with us
because we acted as unruly guests in your con-
vention is dribble. You forced the split before
the convention took place. The latter merely
registered the break that had already occurred.
The last word that the Workers Party could get
from you before the gathering convened (received
through high officials of the Farmer-Labor Party)
was that you were determined not to go along
with the Workers Party under any circumstances.
You made the convention into a catch-as-catch-
can affair, with the Workers Party, like the other
groups, doing the best they could with it. Your
policy amounted to this: first, you invited the
Workers Party to participate. and then you told
them to get out. What kind of leadership was
that ? Much similar has been shown in the hand-
ling of the Farmer-Labor Party since its incep-
tion. I can understand now why you are so bitter

(Continned on Pogc 26)
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The whole scheme is, of course, simply another
weapon to stop the rising amalgamation movement
and prevent the unions from being reshaped into
fighting organizations for the workers. The
officials refuse to go the way of amalgamation;
they now try to confuse the railroad workers with
this "new" policy of co-operation with the rail-
road companies. Of course it is not new at all-
it is only a new dress upon the same hoary old
method of delivering the unions over to the em-
ployers. r

Right at a time when the whole movement is
ready to crash about our heads, the reactionaries
urge us to continue with the obsolete a*nd outworn
methods of dealing with Organized Capital. When
we try to discard them, then our so-called leaders
try to cram their ancient ideas down our throats.
In performing this painful operation they offer
no logical argument against our plans for streng-
thening the unions. They simply resort to force,
and give us to understand they are determined to
rultj or ruin. They caffy on a campaign of lying,
slander, and abuse against those who advocate a
change in our out-of-date methods. In their des-
peration and intolerance they even indulge in
wholesale expulsions of the militants, the very
life-blood of our movement. Rather than see the

fj:J 
movement go forward, they prefer to have

Machinist Officials are Pull-bachs

At the present moment the most active oppon-
ents of amalgamation of the railroad unions are
found in the official staff of the International As-
sociation of Machinists This group of officials
is spending nearly all its energy in a fight against
amalgamation, in spite of the fact that their union
went on record by referendum vote, in 1914, to
amalgamate the metal trades To hear one of
these officers talk is to hear the whole crew, and
the palaver they peddle is nauseating to any class-
conscious worker Apparently a nice little stereo-
typed speech has been prepared for them to learn
by rote, and they have done the job splendidly.
The other fakers, however, are not far behind in
their duties to save the movement for craft union-
ism.

The officers of the Machinists, typical of the
reactionary type, are not content with opposing
amalgamation; they oppose every move toward
bringing the workers closer together. They are
even trying to break what small unity there is
now. They appeal to their members to cut loose
from all association with other crafts, and urge
them to get all they can at the expense of their
kindred tradesmen. Their appeals are virtually
demands that the Machinists quit the Metal
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Trades and the Railway Employes' Departments
of the A. F. of L. While they do not make these
demands directly, we are compelled to infer from
their statements that that is exactly what they
mean. They claim that the machinists have been
too altruistic, that they have tried to lift some of
the 'less skilled' trades up to their own level and
have thereby dragged themselves down. They
want the machinists to abandon this 'nonsensical'
policy and become respectable craft unionists.
The officials of other crafts are engaged in similar
propaganda, and all are united against the amal-
gamationists.

Amalgamationists Save Unions

Were it not for the amalgamationists there
would be no life whatever in our broken-down
unions. Where the movement is strongest is to be
found the strongest sentiment for amalgamation.
It is the amalgamationists who have held together
what little is left of the trade unions. It is they
who have counteracted the deadly influence of the
secessionists, and it is they to whom the workers
look for any improvement in our unions. We
have something practical to offer the workers, and
we know they will accept it. All the argument is
in our favor, and we have no need to be discour-
aged when we meet with opposition from those
who are living in luxury off the pre-capita tax of
the membership. We expect to meet this opposi-
tion and we are determined to overcome it. By
organizing our militants on a basis covering the
whole of the United States and Canada, and sup-
porting a definite program laid down on the same
basis, we can eventually rout the reactionary ma-
chine.

We can accomplish our object by heartily co-
operating with the Trade Union Educational
League. This organization offers the militant and
progressive workers everywhere the greatest op-
portunity for accomplishing definite results that
has ever been presented in the American labor
movement. Heretofore we have been working
haphazardly, without organization and without
definite plans, only to have the reactionaries sneer
at us. But since the launching of the T. U. E. L.
we have the old guard on the defensive, and in-
stead of sneering at us they are fighting for their
very lives. They try to keep up courage by gloat-
ing over the fact that they expelled one fighting
militant from the Portland Convention. But there
is not the joy in their camp that their whistling
would indicate. And if we are not sadly mistaken
they will have an opportunity to kick out more
than one fearless representative of the rank and
file from the El Paso Convention next year.
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of reparations as a part of their program of pre-
servation of capitalisnr ther' \\'cre forced ltv the
irresistible logic of their task into a porition
antagonistic to labor. The ltattle crv of evefl the
rrrost conservative trades unionist has always
been: more wag'es, less hours. But the slogan
of clying capitalisrn has beconre: 11jore hours, Gss
\\'ages. The trades union leaders had the choice;
either serve labor in its struggle for more wages
and less hours; 01' serve capitalism in its demand
for less wages and more hours. And true to their
policy which considers the protection of capital-
ism its permanent duty they did not hesitate.
Cheerfully and withotrt even a faint blush they
replaced the old slogan of more wages and less
hours with the slogan: Workers of Germany,
capitalisrn can only be saved if you work more
and eat less !

Just now the constitutional eight hour day has
been abolished with their consent. The gesture
of resistance they made may be taken as serious
as the gesture of resistance of the street walker
against an amorous advance. The crucial point
now is not that they consented to this prolonga-
tion of the workday,.but that the whole machin-
ery of the tradeS unions will now become the
instruments of the government and the profiteers
against the workers in the execution of their dic-
tates.

Today, both sides in this great battle of capital
ancl labor in Germany are preparingr their forces.
The workers are at the end of their patience.
The capitalists are at the end of their tether.
The preponderance of chances for victorv are
on the side of the workers. Even Samuel Gom-
pers' collections to protect Germany from Bol-
shevism can not change this situation. We feel
compelied to state that, although this rnav sad-
den the outlook of this American brother of the
German trades union leaders:

First: German capitalism is doomed. What-
ever lease of life it rnay succeed in winning
rvould be gained at the expense of the lifeblood
ancl r,velfare of the rvorking masses of Germany.
The workers knorv that. Experience taught them
as much as that.

Second: The rvorkers in Germany represent
the orrerrn'helming majority of the people. The
rvelfare of Germany is synonvmous rvith the wel-

capitalism. Harcill- anvboCf in Germarrr- is
anxious to appeal to a vote of the people. Ali
but the hopelesslv non-sophisticated knorv that
the next clivisior-r of tl-re nation u,ill not be ac-
cording to votes but according to military calnps.
An appeal to the voters u'ouid not solve the
crisis but anticipate its climax. And all sides
n'ish to ar-oicl the clasii at alrr- tirrre not of their
o\\-r1 choosing, therefore the seeming love for
the status quo.

The adherents of the order of the fat pig surely
have no kick coming. Although not endowed
ri'ith the grace of god. l'et. the present govern-
:t.citl serves hanclsonrel-v all purposes of reaction.
Besides a weak gesture of protest this govern-
ment has nothing to stop the divers monarchist
conspiracies but the sly rvink and grin of the
\:.o-.r'ing augur.

-\nd as to the left ? The present situation in
German'r' is breeding revolutionists. There is an
old saying that from each martyr's grave a thou-
sand heroes rise, and the orders for the sup-
pression of every revolutionary paper results in
creating thousands of new revolutionists. For
every communist thrown into jail two new work-
ers join the communist ranks. The bankruptcy
of the svstem has made the revolutionary forces
c f tire countrv irresistible. Like the mythical
.--. -;a these forces of revolution raise two heads
in the place of every one reaction succeeds in
cutting off.

In this seething and boiling melting pot of the
creation of a nevr order the trades unions of
Germanr' find themselves in a precarious posi-
tion. The trades unions originated as instru-
nrents for the protection of the interests of the
rvorkers and they grew strong and influential
among the toilers. The fight for higher wages
and shorter hours against the profiteers was their
historic task. In the earnestness and success of
these endeavors the unions endeared themselves
to the rvorking masses.

Todal', through the leadership of reactionary
servants of capitalism, the unions have changed
their role. During the period of war and so-
callecl civil peace the unions in Germany became
instruments of the nrar government against the
u'orkers. And the leaders attempt to continue
this role.
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German capitalism ancl its history is an integral fare of its workers.
part of European capitalism and its historv. tn. Third: The experience of the last five years
question of reparations, the monstrous child of of struggle are a weapon in the hands of the
the u'orld u'ar, is as much a question of life to Gernran rvorkers that no weapon of reactionary
European capitalism as it is a death sentence to capitalism can parry.
German capitalism. When the leaders of the Fourth: The great movement for the libera-
Socialist Party and the trades unions of German.,' tion of the German workers through the German
acceptecl a share of responsibility in the pavment workers finds a well organized and well trained
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reason for the unions' existence. This has been
changed in a group of the most important unions
in America, however, within the past year. The
railroad shop unions, with their disastrous strike
dragging along and their entire fighting front
broken up by the incompetence of their leaders,
found the membership leaving the unions by tens
c,f thousands. Instead of meeting the threatening
situation by " renewed militancy and a program
of solidarity, the officialdom resurrected the in-
stlrance society features as the basis for their ap-
peal to the membership to rally to the unions.

"fnstlLance" became the rvatchword of the union
:--:.:izeis r,n the railroads. This signified the

abandonment of the struggle. It was the begin-
ning of the movement by the trade union leaders
torvard open collaboration rvith the ernployers. It
thre-,',- a cold rvet blanket upon the remaining en-
ihusiasm in the rank and file. It was the signal
of surrender, and the mernbership understood it
as such. The effect upon the railroad shop unions
was a disintegrating one.

The effort to rebuild the unions as "insurance"
societies brought no results. The workers would
have nothing of it. Seeing their very jobs threat-
ened by the loss of per-capita tax, the officials
frantically began to cast about for schemes to
bolster up their failing financial resources, and to
i::::e c'ut measures for strengthening their grip
on the organizations. One of the things that
came to hand for that purpose was the idea of
"labor banks."

Wildcat Banking Schemes
An authority on labor banking made the state-

ment (Freeutan, N. Y., Nov. 28th), that 15 labor
banks are now operating in the united States with
a capital of $50,000,000., and that 10 more are
scheduled to begin operations within a few
months. The figures give some idea of the craze
for labor banks that is sweeping the official circles.

There are tn'o distinct elements in the labor
banking situation that must be carefully disting-
uished. First are those who, feeling secure in the
strength of their organizations, felt that they
could venture into the field of handling the fin-
ances of their organization and membership, and
make them the center of a profitable banking
business without changing the essential function-
ing of their organizations. The second group
consists of those rvho felt the ground slipping
under their feet, and grasped at the idea of labor
banks as a means of making an alliance with
capitalistic interests and at the same time tie up
the affairs of the union so completely that they
could not be removed from office without disas-
trous consequences. The first group started the
labor bank idea as a auxiliary to the union; the
second joined the movement as a means of keep-
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ing hold of their jobs. It is not clear that bank-
ing is a proper function of labor unions if their
primary objects are not to be handicapped.
Leaving aside that question, there is a vast differ-
ence between labor banks organized as auxiliaries,
and labor banks organized to give a new economic
foundation to bankrupt unions.

The first group consists of the Locomotive
Engineers and the Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers. The Engineers ate a very conservative or-
ganization, while the Clothing Workers are rad-
ical. The Engineers could launch a successful
bank because of the comparative security of their
membership, being a key craft with great strategic
power'ancl a conservative tradition. Their bank
did not necessarily affect the established functions
of the union, although it probably has strength-
ened its conservative tendencies. The Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers, because it is more of
a militant body compared with American unions
generally, and has gained more benefits compar-
atively for its members, did not take up the libor
bank idea from weakness, but because they felt
strong enough to handle it. Their bank un-
cloubtedly strengthened the conservative tenden-
cies within the union.

The second group of labor banks, however, clo
not clearly have such a character in any instance,
and in many cases they are definitely designed to
bolster up a failing officialdom. That ii their
essential characteristic. They are instruments of
class collaboration. They remove the unions fur-
ther from the rank and file. They enormously
increase the power of the bankrupt officials. They
lay the unions helpless before the financial intei-
ests. They have no independent strength of their
own at all. They are make-shift expedients to
lengthen the tenure of office of union leaders un-
able to make good in the wage and hour struggle.
They constitute a menace to the labor moveniJnt,
and are part and parcel of the campaign for class
collaboration in the American unions.

The Johnston ttCo-operationtt Scheme
But insurance and banking are mild measures

in contrast to the drastic proposals of Wm. H.
Johnston, president of the fnternational Associa-
tion of Machinists. He is installing a system
whereby the unions become direct agents of the
employers in all fundamental questions. He boasts
that when his co-operation is established, not a
railroad executive will ever again rvish to get rid
of the unions; a sorry sort of boast, it would
seem, which rvill mean, if true, that the workers
will be the ones who wish to rid themselves of
the monstrosity that Johnston would impose upon
them.

The Johnston scheme is already been touted as
a great success on the B. & O. Railroad, where
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By J. W.

l\E\-ELOPIIENTS of the rrior:th in the Lr-
llternational Ladies' Garrnent Workers' Un-

ion reveai some details of the Sigman poli-
cies that, soberly considered, can onl1' f. 6..-
cribed as a repudiation of the fundamentals of
unionism. The unions in Philadelphia refused
to enciorse the Sigman order for expulsion of all
members and sympathizers of the Tracle Lrrrion
Educational League, the officials of the I. L. G.
W. U. revoked the charters of all Philadelphia
locals and announced that thei' would all be re-
organized. New charters were issued nnder neu-
numbers, and a "membership commission" was
set up to examine and re-register the members.
On December r3th, 12 former rnernbers \vere
called before that body and the following points
were laid down as the requirements for re-admis-
sion to the I. L. G. W. U.

r. They should sign a written statement that
they rvill have nothing to do with the T. U. E. L.
nor any organization in sympathy with it.

2. They should not read or circulate any lit-
erature which is not in accord with the official
po1ic1' of the administration.

3. They should not attend any meetings or
entertainments given by tlie T. U. E. L. or anv
organization in sympathy with the League.

4. They should not sell or buy any tickets for
meetings or entertainments of the above-men-
tioned types.

This sort of "peonage" contract, binding the
members to the official machine in perpetuitr', has
resulted in less than z5% of tlie former members
of the Union in Philadelphia being re-enrollecl irr
the organization. It is hard to imagine tlie stu-
pidity of a policy that demands of union members
that they shall not read radical literature. attencl
radical entertainments, or oppose expulsions of
progressives. It is difficult to realize that union
officials are actually putting up such points as
qualifications for membership in the union. Yet
that is lr'hat is actually going on in Philadelphia.
The result that is bound to come, the disastrous
condition flowing from such insanity, rvill quicklr.
be apparent. The garment n,orkers of Philadel-
phia, in common with the mernbers all over the
country, may well rue the day that Sigman & Co.
took office in their union.

In all the garment centers the same policies are Members who do not know horv the struggle
prodtrcing like results of disorgani zation. Re- began, go to their local union tneetings to fina
vocation of charters, disfranchisement of mem- out what is going on. Here they find that no
bers, removals from office, expulsions from the discussions are allowed. Members are being ex-
union, removal from the shops, the blacklist, slug- pelled by star-chamber proceedings, but no votes
ging of protestins tnembers, and breaking up of are taken and no information given. Strong-arm

The "Ne$r Unionism" of Sigman & Co.
Johnstone

iocal nreetings-these are the \\reapons b1. lvhich
the Sigman regime has undertaken to rule the
I. L. G. W. U. and to break the influence of the
left rving rvitliin the organ ization.

The struggle that began over the issues of
amalgamation of all unions in the needle indus-
tr-r', the shop stervard,s1'steu, ancl the recognition
of Soi.iet Russia as three outstanding queltions,
has nou. become a struggle to mairrtain the very
existence of the Union. But are the reactionar\r
officials so stupid as to ltelieve that the1, can settll
anv of these issues by their tactics of violence ?

No, Sigman and his cohorts are facing a militant
rank and file that cannot be clubbed into submis_
sion to arbitrary orders. But even if his mem-
bership were such slavish and degenerate people
that his orders should go unchallenged tir ihe
time, the demands of progressive and revolution-
ary elements are so rooted in the needs of the
indnstrl' that they must recur again and again,
until tl-rey are realized in life.

Antalgamation is a question that cannot be
settled by slugging those who advocate it. Ex-
pulsion of members from the union because they
propagate the shop stervard system still leaves
that question to be settled. Disfranchisement
and the blacklist for rvorkers that protest against
the expulsion policf is only an icftnission that
the officials cannot bear scrutiny. Despots of
i'edieval autocracies learned a lesson centuries
ago that Sigman has still to learn, that even a
despotism must be tempered by common sense.
And the rvorkers in the garment trades are not
slaves or serfs u'ho can be forced to accept even
an enlightened despotism. The.attempt to estab-
lish a black autocracv tvill eithe, .eis., or the
organization, u'eakened by this internal poison,
rvill fall beneath the blows of the employeis.

The situation is indeed serions. It is not a
factional dispute . And though it began as a fight
over the issues of amalgamation, the shop stewird
system, and other left-wing measures, the tactics
of the rvildly reactionary officials have arousecl
the membership to protest. It is now a fight be-
tween the rank and file and the International
officials. Members who, up to turo months ago,
took no particular interest in their union meet-
ings, are joining in the protests.
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menturn in the big agricultural states of the \\iest
and North West. Within the last several months
conventions of state farmer-labor parties have
been held in Wasliington, l\4ontana ancl South
Dakota.

There are tu'o principal reasons rvhl this is
so : One is the economic conditions that are rap-
idly driving millions of farmers into bankruptcl,
and the other is the organizational ancl educa-
tional \r,ork of the olci Non-partisan League.
Though the League and its "non-partisan,, po1i.v
are bankrupt, it has, nevertheless, left an in-
delible impression on the states of the North
West. The organizers of the old League were
for the most part militants and recls wl-ro tliought
they vi'ere rvorking for "practical socialism" 

"r,dconsequently spread broadcast, along rvith the
outworn League policy, many of the fundamental
tenets of Marxian economics. The result is norv,
the bulk of the farmers are not scared b1, raclical
ideas. fn fact, thousands of them call themselves
"Bolsheviks."

The Washington Farmer-Labor Party conven-
tion r,vas held at Everett, November 24-25. There
were r 17 delegates present, 40 of them were from
locals of the Western Progressive Farmers, the
rest being about equally divided as clelegates of
local unions and the local and county units of
the Farmer-Labor Party.

The outstanding feature of this convention was
the clear cut progressive position taken by the
delegates of the Western Progressive Farmers.
This organization is one of exploited farmers.
who are conscious of their exploitation. It is
headed by William Bouck, the Presiclent, ancl
Elihu Bowles, Editor of their official journal.
It has branches all over the state of Washin.qton
with thousands of members. Its delegates to
this convention showed remarkable clarity in
understanding the fundamental nature of the
measures needed to cope with the increasing
bankruptcy of the farmers of the state.

James Duncan, former Secretary of the Seattle
Central Labor Council, rvas also a delegate ancl
took a decided stand for a militant farmer-labor
movement. Bouck, Bowles and John C. Kennedy,
Secretary of the Washington Farmer-Labor Par-
ty, gave extended reports on the Chicago Con-
vention of July 3-5. They recommended affilia-
tion rvith the Federated Farmer-Labor Party.
The farmers lvere solid for this recommendation

Pro$ress of the Labor Party Movement
By Joseph Manley

HE su'ing toward a great party of farmers
and workers is taking on national impetus.
This movement is developing its greatest mo-

and a majority of the other deregates also favorecl
it, but a few tracle unionists said the1. wouid pre_
fer the word "co-operate', rather than .,affiliaie.,,
at this time. F-or the sake of complete harn-rony
this rvorciing was usecl i' the final motion whicir
rvas carried with but two dissenting votes.

This convention also endorseci the cailing of
the national converrtion to be helcl at St. paul,
l\4innesota, l,,Iar, 30. rg24.

The Farner-l ahor Part1,_ of N{oirtana \\,as
launched at a corrfcrence heia in Great F-alls cn
October 23-24. f'his conference was attenileC
by delegates of local unions, central bodies an<i
farmers' organizations. This conference \va,s re_
nrarkable for the unanimity of opinion of tiie
need for a class party of farmers and r,vorkers.
Without the usual prelude of speechmaking, it
soon settled down to the serious work of mao_
ping out a plan of orgar-rization. After fuli1, coir-
sidering the various political problems of the
state it adopted the entire Staternent of prin_
ciples and Program of the Federatecl Farrner-
Labor Party.

_ At Pierre, South Dakota, on December 4, the
South Dakota liarmer-Labor party held its con-
vention. This rvas one of the most militant and
class conscious gatherings of workers and farm-
ers yet held. To one rvho in the past has been
chary to believe that the farmers could possibly
align themselves with a genuine class -ou.rn.ni,
this convention was a practical demonstration, oi
how in some matters the bankrupt farmers are
r-unning ahead of many tracle unionists, especially
those r.'i,ho are 1'et under the control of the Gom-
pers bttreaucrac\/.

Out of a total delegation nnmbering r43 there
were only 6 trade unionists. The feii, rank and
file trade unionists with littie hesitation stuck to
the radical bankrupt farmers who rvere in the
vast majority.

Warren L. Beck, President, and G. L. Gor-
don, Secretary of the $tate X'ederation of Labor,
were present not as delegates but for the pur-
pose of capturing the convention and leadiug it
"up to the hill" where the Democrats were meet-
ing in their state convention. Beck and his fellow
"fusionists" held forth on the "immediate pros-
pects for success, of the non-partisan policy of
Samuel Gompers." In all honor to the farmer
delegates to this convention let it be said they
knew little and cared less about the alleged cap-
able leadership of the aforementioned Samuel
Gompers.

The South Dakota Farmer-Labor Partv re-
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talists beginning to interverr. uguinrt the coming
Workers Revolution in Germany with loads of
money coined from the sweat of the American
rvorkers.

In r9r8 the revolutionary German masses o\-er-
threw German Militarism. The Social-Democrat-
ic Party came into pon'er. In r9rg, Kari Kieb-
knecht and Rosa Lurembourg, leading the or-
ganized revolutionary workers of Germanl', the
Spartacans, now the Communists, called upon the
German masses once again to struggle for the
overthrow of the Social-Democrats u'ho had be-
traved the ainis of the x'orkers for the ou'nership
of tire industries and helds, and who had become
the sniveling and fawning agents of the Germarr
capitalists. In the struggle led by the Spartacans
for the clictatorship of the rvorkers against the
dictatorship of German capitalist thru the traitor-
ous lap-dogs the Social-Democrats, Karl Lieb-
knecht and Rosa T uxembourg were murdered on

January 15, r9r9, by the Wftite Guards of the
yellorv "Labor Gorternment' of Germanr-. The
German rvorking class revolt was stal'ed for the
time.

Today in r9z3 and tgz4, the German nasses,
trades unionists, exploited millions of the middle
class, etc., true to the revolutionary spirit of the
beloved l-iel.rlirrecht and Luxembourg, are pre-
paring to throrv off the shackles of German capi-
talism and the Social-Democracy and to establish
a Workers Government. The masses everywhere
must rally to the support of the German workers
and peasants and prevent any intervention in any
form, money, munitions, human materiai, against
the impending \\'orkers Revolution. In America
our eftorts must first be turned to preventine
financial interference by the \{organs in the nar-ne
of fattened pocketbooks.

Then comes preparation for more detennined
action against interventior-r. At once all u'orl<ers
must give aid to the starving workers of Ger-
man)' to make sure their battle and victorv over
German capitalism

All over the world the vouth of the industries

R HE,RALD Jamarv,Lgz4

and farms are preparing to do their utr.nost to aicl
the Gern-ran working class revolution. i\rnerica
is a highly developed capitalist nation rvith a cor-
respondinglv efficient militarism. BS% of the
golernllrent budget is used for military purposes.
In addition there are all sorts of military orgarl-
izatictns sironsorecl localiy and in states, such as
the state militia and constabnlarv, the students
militarl'corps. There are the speciai u,hite guaril
training camps, etc., a1l of them breeding a spirit
of militarism and hatred of the rvorkers and their
air-ns. Orit of these swamps u.i11, are alreadv,
come hordes of fascists, KKKs, similar slimy
bodies, to l'reak their vengeatlce against striking
unionists and other peaceful workers. The
Yotrng \Vorkers League of America is organized
to carry on, in the spirit of Karl Liebknecht. a
campaign against all these forn-is of institutions
of reaction, militarism, fascism and labor-haters.

International Liebknecht Day, January 2ot1,t.

1924, r,vill be celebrated in America under the
auspices of the Young Workers League of Am-
erica. In other lands, the Young Con-rmunist and
Workers Leagues, under the inspiration of the
Young Comrnunist International, rvi1l also demon-
strate on fnternational Liebknecht Day, this great
day of the young workers, aye of all workers.
All trnionists, all lvorkers, should aid the Young
Workers League in every city make a huge suc-
cess of International Liebknecht Da)'.

Against White Terror and Fascism !

Against Militarism and Imperialism !

"For the united front of all u'orkers in town
and country against capitalist intervention in
Worker's Germany ! Take everyrvhere steps for
the n-raterial and moral support of the starving
Gerrlan workers and of the victims of the strug-
gle ! Defend the German \Vorkers' Revolution !"

Frorn the whole rvorld a shout will come a
rriilliorrfolcl:-

HANDS. Otr}' \\ ORKERS GER}IANY !

So shall u'e best honor tlie memory of our fallen
charnpions, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Lnxem-
bourg.

t
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Is the Trade Union Educational League a Dual Union?

COMPLETE ancl smashing proof that the dual-union charge, brought b1' the
fakers against the T. U. E. L., is without the slightest foundation. This leaflet

nails the fakers hard and fast; they cannot answer it. It explains the functions
of a union, analyses dual unionism, and shows how the T. U. E. L., a purely edu-
cational institution, is a vital necessity to the progress of the trade unions and one
of the greatest sources of strength and unity to ihe labor movement.

50c. per hundred, $4.00 per thousand.
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different crafts, could not be organized in any
other way. In organi zing a plant-how absurd io
r.efuy. to organize_men il thiy belong to 

""y oi
the thirty crafts other than thit of thE orgurrir.r.
Yet that is the primitive way our unions ire stilr
organizing. The mass idea is for the organizers
to organize first. Then with a united fronf whoop
it up for unionism and swing all workers into the
ynjon, classifying them afterwards. This method
brings home the members. It is economicat; itis efficient. Under this method the organizers
organize. Under the old method they aci as in_
dividuals. The difference is the same as that be-
tn'een unionism and non-unionism.

Big Drive Must Be Organized

- Sgme years ago there was a semi_mass organ_
ization movement that brought good results *i.r"it was tried out. ft u,as ."li.d-,,The Labor F;;_
u'ard ]fovement." The name was suggested by
that of a religious revival movement thJt wa, pr.'_
valent- at the time. The idea was to get the In_
ternationals to send organizers to a sel6cted rocar-ity at a given time, who. rvith the co_operation of
the local unions made a drive for members. Wfry

that movement was allowed to die I do not know.
One thing is certain: a concerted move must

be made to gather the unorganized millions into
the unions. A big drive m,trt be organized in the
unions. Troups of organir.tr -uribe gotten to_
gether_and organized drives made upon i-he differ_
ent industries. In this age of big things the puny
efforts of our one-cylinder union officials is'piti_
able to behold. If they have learned nothing from
the open-r.hop drives of the bosses it is uito the
membership to teach them. It is the rink and
file that suffers from official inactivity. Weak
unions mean low wages. Wage cutj for the
workers don't effect the officials. Were the latter
to receive reductions when the workers' wages
are cut, we would have stronger unions. There
would be more effective organizing done; drives
for membership would be more frequent.

Unless action is taken very soon to rejuvenate
and strengthen the unions by an influx of new
members they will either go to pieces under the
sledgehammer blows of the organized employerr
or become servile company unions incapable to
defend the workers.

il
I

o
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Help Feed the Germqn Worhers
Tlt,. Fi'itit,i.s oi Soviet Russia haae en_

iered o nation-wide carnpai,gn f or raisitlg of
funds for Gernnan children.

Tag days, house to house cottztasses, ba_
saars, benefi,t rnozties and, otker affairs will
be held all ozter the country. TIte proceeds
uill go f or the feeding of the Gennan zuork_
ers and their families.

In Russi,a tke farni,ne of rgry affected, all
persons ind,i,scrim.inately. In Gerrnany it is
quite d,ifferent. Ther-e the farnine 

-affects

tlre populati.on accord,i,ng to classes. Sfa_
ti,stics gathered 

_bt, Americans in German5r
and pri,nted in the Chicago ,,Tribu,ne" 

show
that there are four classes in Gerncany:
Class t consti,tutes tke a,gricttltural and,

al,lied professiotrs and represents
36.6/o of the enti,re poputation. It
will consu,rne 55.r/o of the entire
food swpply for the nert year.

Class z constitutes the u,rbon populotion-
i,rtdttstrialists, traders and lui,gh er-
ecutiaes. , It represents rr.r/o of
the populati,otc and zyill get 6.8/o
of the food supply.

Class 3 constitutes the shi,lled, zuorkmon ond
small shopheepers, representing

zo.6/e of the population a,nd, will
get zo.7/o of tlce food suppty.

Class 4 constitutes tlt,e mrskilled, zuorkers,
zo,ar-in,jured,, dependents, profes-
sionols and, artists artd, the vast
ntass of unemployed, men and, zaorn_
etx. Tltey represent 3r.g% and, will
recei,ae only 7.4V of the food, sult_
pIy.

It i,s in, the interest of Ctass 4 that the
Friends of Sovi,et Ru,ssi,a, who are also
Friends of Worh'ers' Gerrnatty, kave starte,J
their nation-wi,de campaign for the raising
of fund,s.

On bekalf of thi,s closs, we, the Fri,end,s
of Soz,iet Russia, in tke nalne of Interna-
ti.onal Soli,dari,ty appeal to all who hetped.
the Russian worhers' governynent i,n its time
of need. The Gernaatr, worhers also helped
tlte Russians generously. LET US NOW
LOSE IVO TIME IN ANSWERING
THE CALL FOR HELP OF THE GER-
MAIV WORKERS !

_ Send lortr contributiorcs to Fri,ends of
Sozti,et Russi,a, nati,onal office, 32 South
Wabash Az,enu,e, Chicago, Illinois.
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The I. W. W. Convention
By James

FfaHE I. \\'. \\r. has just linished its Fifteenth
I General Convention. It lasted for 18 clavs

- and was attended by 26 delegates represent-
ing a membership of approximatelv 38,000. The
great bulk oi the rnembers represented are migra-
tory workers, nearly two-thirds being engaged in
three industries-Lumber, Agriculture and Gen-
eral Construction. A11 the delegates were from
the rank and file, coming directly from the job.
It can be prettv safeh- assnmed. therefore, that
the convention was a fairly accurate reflection of
the present state of mind of the I. W. W. It wiil
be of interest to consider some of the outstanciing
decisions of the convention and see what that
state of mind is.

The question of international relations has been
"settled" several times already by the officials of
the I. W. W., but, in spite of all, it came up again
at this convention and was the biggest issue before
it. This is natural and inevitable. There was a
plainly manifested desire on the part of most of
the delegates to have done with this troublesome
question which has vexed them so much since the
f ormation of the Recl International of Labor
Unic':rs. But sucir an issue cannot be put aside
todal- b1' any body of militant workers. It came
before the convention in three separate proposals:
1) To send delegates to the forthcoming World
Congress of the Red International ;2) To affiliate
with the so-callecl Synclicalist International ; 3 )
To regard the L \\I. W. itself as the onlv Inter-
national. All three propositions were defeated.
The present position of the I. W. W. on the ques-
tion of the International is no position.

Irtrevertheless the convention marked a distinct
step forward on the road that cannot but lead
the I. \\r. \'r'. to the Red International. It ad-
vanced from an attitude of open hostility to an
attitude of neutraiity. And, for the first time in
the long controversy, ? representative body of the
I. W. W. listened to ar1 argument for the Red
International made by its accredited representa-
tives. In response to a cablegrarn from the Ex-
ecutive Bureau at Moscow the Convention, after
a sharp struggle, granted the floor to Robert
I,Iinor and the writer to speak for the acceptance
of the invitation to send delegates to the World
Congress. -\lthough the invitation was rejected,
the action of the Convention in consenting to hear
the question discussed cannot represent anything
else than a step f orward from its past attitude of
opposition and hostility and a step closcr to the
Red International. Several of the delegates rnacle
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the statenrent on the floor that they had never
heard before the side of the Red International.
This is the real explanation of the bitter antagon-
i-sm of the past. -lhe rnembers of the I. W. W.
have been prejudiced against the Red Interna-
tional b1' misrepresetrtatiol of its program and
purpose.

Other actions of the Conr-ention sholved a com-
rnendable moderation of attitude and give the hope
that the black night of dogmatism and intolerance
is passing in the I. W. W., and that its rank and
file membership is drawing closer to an apprecia-
tion of the need of friendly cooperation with other
revolutionary groups and tolerant consideration
of the rights of minority elements in its own
ranks. One of these was the decision of the Con-
vention in the case of Ralph Chaplin, Forrest
Edwards, Richard Brazier, and a number of others
who accepted President Harding's conditional
commutation from Leavenworth, and the other
was the case of Harrison George who rvas put on
trial for "communism." This "triaI" was con-
ducted by ^ Chicago I'rranch during the sessions
of the Convention and the spirit of the Conven-
tion undoubtedly had a determining effect on its
outcome.

A rnajoriti- of 15 out oi 26I. W. W. prisoners
at Leavenworth, including Ralph Chaplin, F'orrest
Edwarcls ancl other olcl and tested militants ac-
cepted the commutation last June, while a min-'
ority of 11 rejected it. A sharp factional con-
troversy then arose lvithin the I. W. W. over the
ciemand of some of those who rejected the com-
mutation that those who accepted it be excluded
flom the right to take part in any of the work
of the I. W. \V. General Defense Committee in
behaif of class r.var prisoners. This demand l.zas
pressed at the Convention liy H. F. Kane antl F.
A. Blossom who, with others, had even gone to
the point of issuing circulars against Ralph Chap-
lin and attempting, by this and other means, to
clisrupt meetings addlessed by him. This con-
troversy raised a question of no little irnportance.
The excellent standing and long-proven revolu-
tionary integrity of the men involved made their
case of concern to the entire radical labor move-
ment. Any official action to discredit them and
to exclude them from activitl' tvould have been
a decidedll' r'eactionarv step and would haye pro-
cluced a most unfavorable irnpression.

The Convention, fortunately, took the right
viewpoint. After thoroughlv going into the whole
matter, it exonerated those rvho had accepted the
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AM^A,LGAMATION IN PRACTICE

QLOWLY but surely the great educational campaign
\-,t for amalgamation conducted throughout the labor
movement by the Trade Union Educational League
begins to bear fruit in actual consolidations of related
crafts. In the textile industry the largest unions, in-
cluding the A. F. of L. organization, the United Textile
Workers, have been negotiating the concrete terms of
amalgamation for some months and are preparing to
carry them into effect. Now another move in the same
industry is being made with the merger of the National
Loomfixers' Association and the lt{ew England Loom-
fixers' Alliance.

The N ezu B edf ord Standard of Nov. rgth, reports
that a conference of representatives of the two organ-
izations meeting in that city had agreed upon a basis
of amalgamation, which is to be submitted to a vote
of the membership of both without delay. The consoli-
dation, which it is estimated will require three or four
months to complete, affects about ro,ooo workers of
this particular part of the industry throughout the coun-
try. The aims of the amalgamated organization are
stated to be:

First, to bring about as far as possible uniform
conditions of work and wages for loomfixers
throughout the industry.

Second, to unite in one organization those work-
ers with common interests.
There is little doubt that the next logical step in

carrying out the second aim, which means inclusion of
the loomfixers within the textile industrial union, will
not be long delayed. The labor world moves slowly as
yet in America, but it does move.

PRESIDENT OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM
flALVII{ COOLIDGE did not disappoint those who
\'/ raised him to his high position as president of the
United States when, on Dec. 6th, he delivered his mes-
sage to Congress. His public record has never con-
tained anything of note save an unremitting service to
capitalism and an equally constant hostility to Labor.
In his message he outdid himself, and is now hailed
as the logical leader of Wall Street forces in the national
capitol for the next few years.

Every section of the message is devoted to a problem
of the capitalist class or some section of it ; not one
single section bears directly upon Labor. The farmers
are dismissed with an admonition to help themselves.
The interests of the workers are vitally concerned in
many of these problems ; here the message unequivocally
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and brutally declares against Labor and for the employ-
ers' In the railroad industry, continuation of the bottus
for capital is advocated, with a higher degree of organ-
ization of the railroad companies; but for the *ort.rs
the message is that the Railroad Labor Board will be
retained to curb the Unions. In the coal mining indus-
try, nationalization of the mines is repudiated and more
organization of the exploiters and profiteers advocated ;
while the miners are threatened with legislation giving
the president power to break their strike. policies de--
signed to divide Labor and to establish strike-breaking
machinery are clearly evident in the proposal to registei
and catalog alien workers, in the abandonment oI the
Negroes to their local oppressors as a "local problem."

- Further measures against the labor movement are latent
in the intimation of great appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Justice. To mention all the points inimical to
the exploited farmers and workers would be to quote
the entire message.

Tweedledum Coolidge has won the leadership of the
Republican department of Wall Street. When Tweedle-
dee McAdoo or Cox or Underwood speak their parts in
the same play for the Democratic department, the rg24
comedy will be well under way. In the meantime every
militant unionist will bend his energies toward launch-
ing an independent political party for Labor.' It will
be a historic event if, on May 3oth at St. Paul, the
Conference called by the Minnesota Farmer-Labor party
supported by Federated Farmer-Labor Party and others,
succeeds in unifying the labor party forces of America
in a clear-cut program of action in the rg24 elections
before the twin capitalist parties have hetd their con.
ventions. The labor party is the only way for the Am-
erican workers and farmers

BRITISH L"A,BOR PARTY VICTORIES
ITHE British elections have given another shake to the
r seriously disturbed status quo in that country. The

Labor Party increased its representation in Parliament
from r4z to r85 members. The conservatives lost heavily
to both the Liberals and Labor. The basis of the present
government was so shattered that it is freely prldi.t.d
that, unless the Liberals and Tories form an alliance,
the Labor Party will be "called" by the King to form
the next government.

There is both a seriously encouraging angle to the
situation and a seriously ludicrous one. The latter is
exemplified by the heated discussions going on as to how
many members of the Labor Party are aristocratic
enough by birth to occupy the various ceremonial posi-
tions of the government to the King's taste. It is with
sad hilarity that we must view the eagerness of many
Labor Party leaders to be so damned respectable as to
be indistinguishable from the Liberals. It points out
again the crying need of a fighting leadership in the
Labor Party before it is fit to accomplish results. The
encouraging thing is that the march of history is forcing
the Labor Party into action which in the fire of conflict
will purge it of the bureaucratic and reformistic leader.
ship.

Labor in Britain has, through the organization of its
political forces, taken a long step on the road to power.
That is the outstanding significance of the recent elec-
tions. That is the lesson for Labor in this country,
r,vhich is still so weak and helpless on the politicat fietd.
The British workers have still to go through bitter ex-
periences and disillusionment, but their forward progress
is guaranteed by the fact that they are beginning to act
as a class.
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The Daily Worker
Bv Moritz J. Loeb

,TIHE publication of. The Daily Worker, mili-
I tant organ of the advancing working class,

will be an event of tremendous significance
in the life of the progressive labor movement. In
the face of the history of daily labor papers, a
history which has given little of encouragement,
The Daily Worker is a bold undertaking. To
adventure into the field of the daily newspapers
is a hazardous step for any group. It has re-
=ulted in disaster for many. Never has any vent-
ture of militant workers in this direction met with
success. Why labor dailies have resulted in
either financial failure or a betrayal of their
trust. or both, and why The Daily Worker is
destined to succeed, to become a permanent in-
stitution of American militants, is the theme of
this article. Let the facts surrounding the prob-
lem of a daily labor press point to the moral and
show the way to action.

In a dozen or more attempts to build a work-
ers' daily paper in the English language, the re-
sult has been financial failure or moral surren-
der to capitalist journalism; generally both. It
is not necessarv to go into the detailed history of
such sheets as the Milwaukee Leader, the New
Yorh CaIl, the Seattle Union Record,, the Minne-
sota Daily Star and the others. Attempting to
evade a clear cut stand on the issues facing the
labor movement, unwilling to face the hostility
of the trade union bureaucracy, unwilling even
to put up a determined stand against the capital-
ist class, these and their like were forced further
and further toward the Hearst style of journal-
and further toward the Herast style of journal-
ism, striving desperately, not in the labor strug-
gle, but with cheap sensationalism and pseudo-
progressivism to build up a circulation without
frightening off prospective advertisers to whom
they sold their souls. The exception to this rule,
The Butte Daily Bulletin, which was a real fight-
ittg paper of the workers, had to suspend for
financial reasons when the metal mines of Mon-
tana closed down.

Why is it then that those who have been re-
sponsible for the organization of Th,e Daily
Worker can take upon themselves the great ob-
ligation they do, in their pledge to the working
class that it will not fall into the slimy depths
that its ill-fated contemporaries and predecessors

have fallen. How is it then that when half a

million dollars is given as the least amount upon
which a daily paper can be successfully started,
The Daily trVorker launches forth with high hopes

for success on a scant one hundred thousand? It
is a reasonable question and to it a reasonable
answer can be given.

To members of the Trade Union Educational
League and those to whom the League serves as
a guidance, the fact that the League is 100/o in
support and co-operation with The Daily Worker
serves as a guarantee of militant integrity. Mili-
tants everywhere will know that the basic policy
of. TIte Daily Worker, a militant propagation of
every progressive issue facing the labor move-
ment with the ultimate complete emancipation of
the workers as the end always kept in view, will
always remain a bond that will secure the firm
and unbreakable attachment of. The Daily Worker
to the interests of the rank and file workers and
none other. For the first time in the history of
journalism in the English language a daily news-
paper is assured which in editorial, news, edu-
cational and agitational policy will be bound up
inextricably with the profound needs of the mili-
tant labor movement.

That which guarantees the integrity of The
Daily Worker also guarantees its success. The
Dai,ly Worher has come into being out of the
bitter needs of the class-conscious workers. The
Daily Worker will build its success on filling those
needs, and in so serving will rally to itself the
entire body of American militants, a great army
who will make The Dai,Iy Worher live and grow.
The Dai,ly Worker is born at a time when thou-
sands are hungering for it, when the issues facing
the labor movement and the issues within the
labor movement are demanding clarification and
action. Serving as the educational, organization-
al and propaganda instrument of the militants
The Daily Worker will receive in return the
boundless devotion and energy of the militants
who will extend its influence and make of it a
dominant factor in the life of the American Labor
struggle.

TRADE UNION EDUC.ATIONAL LEAGUE
F'inancial Statement

for the period
lst, 1923, to Nov.

542.47
7,f167.84

244.00
345.20

1,428-08

$4,427.se
Balance to begin ----- 700.14

Balance on hand
$5,127.73

Audited and found corect,

$4,481.80
645.93

$5,1nn

MORITZ J. LOEB,
S. T. HAMMERSMARK,

Auditing Committee.
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